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DELKGATBS IN ATTBNBANOB. 

It is impOHsible tn givu a compl'.'ti.' list of Dclff-iitw attending from 
broad m many of tlioin iiuiitttd fo register tliuir nniuuii. The fol- 
>witig. however, aro a piirt of thoso atbiiiding and i» as full a list as 
e are able to tnvc ; 

E. H. DERBY Boelon. 

CROCKETT '< 

WELLS. 

CHAS. H, CROSS, PulHski. 

N. B. BROWElt Steuben, N. T. 

GAllRITT LOOMIS . " 

ALFRED RICE 

WM. LEWIS 

SAMUEL U. MILLER 

JOHN W. BliOOKP, 

0. P. WHITE Westemville, N. T. 

JOSEPH I>ALE 

LUTHER HAVEN Manngville. 

8, C. THOMPSON, Co n stable ville. N. T. 

EMEBT ALLEN 

W. RAY TANNER BooiievillB, 

H. W. BENTLET 

WM. BAMBER, 

SAMUEL JtmNSON. 

GEO. B. ANDERSON 

J. A. COWLEY, Osceola, N.T. 

B. W, IIOIOH West Leydfii. 

A.M. WINCHESTER, Sodu?, N, Y. 

J. A. BOYD 

B. V. THOMAS, 

R. B. BELDEN, 

GEO. I POST, 

JOHN IVES Salifibury, N. Y. 

C. COMSTOCK, Rome. 

JOHN STRYKEB, 

J. B. LEWIS 

DAVID UTLEY 

A. MUDGE. ■• 

GEO. MERRILL, 

E, B. ARMSTRONG 

STEPHEN VANDUSEN, 

O. V. SEJ,UEN 

G. M. BISSELL. 

JAMES STEVKNS, 

Z. HILL. 

THOMAS STRYKI- t 

G, S, BATt^HEl.LK.; Sarntofri* Springi. 

WM. McECHBON, Qlen's PaUs. 

THOMAS S, COOLIDGE 

D. A. DWIOHT, Adams, N. Y. 

J. C. WRIGHT Coijcnhngen, N. T. 

E. TYLER Henilcrson, N. Y. 

WM. DOBSON 

GEERIT SMITH Peterbora 



BOSTON & OSWEGO 

RAILROAD CONVENTION. 



The Boston and Oswi^o Railroad Convention met in the 
Court House, in the City oi' Oswego, June 14th, 1871, in 
piii-suance of the following call, which had been sent to 
persons interested in the enterprise alonp the proposed 
rout« : 

Boston akd Osweiso Railroad. 

OswEco, N. Y., May 15, 1871. 

Sir, — in view of the early completion of the Hoosac 
Tunnel, and the necessity of railroad communication there- 
from to the lakes, a meeting of citizens was held in the 
Bofti-d of Trade Rooms, of the City oi' Oswego, N. T., a 
tew weeks since, and a committee of gentlemen appointed 
to visit Boston with reference to the project. The Com- 
mittee at once entei-ed upon their duties, and visitisd Boston 
and other places east of the Tunnel, ooniming with various 
persiras interested in the work. On their return home, a 
second meeting of citizens wiis held at the same place, tio 
liear the report of the Committee. 

At the last named meeting, u full report was made, and 
a general interchange of views ha<l ujmn the subject. The j 
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meeting ordered a Committee of five to be appointed by 
the Chair, who should confer with parties interestt^d in the 
proposed road, and take measures to forward the enteri)rise. 
The Chair named as such Committee : Dan'l. G. Fout, 
A. H. Failing, Gilbert Mollison, Cheney Ames, and 

L. L. KiNYON. 

This Conmiittee, after having conferred with several 
gentlemen in the Eastern States, as to the propriety of 
calling a convention of the friends of this enteqmse, and the 
I)lace and time for holding the same, have decided to call 
such convention in th(^ Citv of Oswe<i:o. on Wednesday, 
June 14th, 1871, at 12 o'clock, M. 

The object of this circular is to invito you to be present 
at that convention, and to })articij)ate in its deliberations. 

The Committee would also consider it a favor if vou 
would invit^^ others, friends of the entei-prise, as you may 
see fit, to be present, and whose names may perhaps not 
have occuned to them. 

This meeting is called for the ])urpose of a geniTal inter- 
change of views upon the subject, and if it sliould be thought 
advisable, to organize at once a company to carry out the 
sentiments adopted. 

Yours respectfully, 

DAN'L. G. FORT, 

Chairman. 

There was a large representation from all points along the 
contemplated line, and an enthusiastic feeling was manifested. 
The Hon. D. G. Fort, on calling the Convention to onh^r, 
nominated (len. ii. S. Batcheller, oi* Saratoga, as teniporarv 
Chaii-man. 

Gen. Batcheller, on taking the Chair, thanked tin* gt-nth*- 
men of the Convention for the honor conferred in callin^*- 
upon him to preside over their deliberations. H(^ experienced 
a feeling of gratitude at the spirit which embu(*d the 



CoiivenlkiTi, ami trimted that the rPHiilts arrived at, would 
)m mich as to be ucccjitable to all Urn lixailities represeated. 
The enterprise coinpreheuded vant results, and should not 
be warped by local interests. The two essential ideas in 
the construction of the road were, first, to connect the Lake 
with the Eastern seaboard ; and, second, to construct the 
road of snHicient carrying capacity. When the Hoosac 
Tntinel is completed, Oswego would then be as near Boston 
as New Yurk, if nut nearer. If the line can be so graded 
as to admit oi' a train composed of the usual number of 
loaded cars jiasaing over it, Oswego and the West would 
then have an outlet lor tlieir cereals and other productions, 
and Boston and the New England coast be correspondingly 
l»enefittcd. He hoi)ed that the fruition of the Convention 
would be the building of the road, (Applause.) 

Mr. (t. MoUiHoii moved that H. L. Davis, of Oswego, 
and M. B. Hough, of West Leyden, be appointed Secretaries. 
Ciirried, 

The Hon. D. (J. Fort moved that a conimitttw of five be 
appointwl by the Chair tf> designate a penuaaent organiza- 
tion for the Oonventiop. The following gentlemen were 
appointed . Hon. D. G. Foit, of Oswego ; D. Utley, 
Rome; 0. P. White, Westernville ; Hon. Alva Crocker, 
Boston ; and M. B. Hough, West Leyden, 

On motion of the Hon. Cheney Ames, the following 
gentlemen wore appointed a committee to draft suitable 
resolutions for the consideration of the Convention : E. H. 
Derby, Boston ; G. S. Batcheller, Saratoga ; C. Comstock, 
Rome ; George B. Anderson, Boonevilie : and Gerrit Smith, 
Peterboro. 

On motion of Mr. C. Comstock, who stated that the 
mover had omitted to name any one from Oawego, the Hon. 
Cheney Ames was added. 

The Hon, D. G. Fort statetl that he was requested by the 
Committee of Arrangements to say that the carriages would 



be ready this afternoon at 4 o'clock to take the delogati^s 
about the city. To-morrow morning, at 9 o'clock, tliere 
would be a short excursion on the lake, Mr. Allison, of the 
Northern Transportation Co., having kindly ])laced a 
steamer at their disposal. The services of the tug M(jri<i 
and steamer Picfwi liad also been kindly tendered, so that 
the accommodations for all were quite ample. 

On motion of the lion. Cheney Ames, Mr. Mollison, 
President of the Lake Ontario Shore Railroad C'ompany, 
and Mr. Post, were recjuested to make some remarks in 
reference thereto. 

Mr. Mollison said that the Lake Ontario Shore Railroad 
Company had already located 50 miles of the nuad West, 
which would be put under construction immediately. He 
considered the basis of the road satisfactory in every par- 
ticular. It was 145 miles in length to the Niagara Riv(U', 
for the buildiu'^ of which .f2,()00,0()() hat! already been 
subscribed, making the amount ready for ex[)euditure per 
mile about $l.*i,l)(X). The road would run through a rich 
and level couiitrv, one hundred iniles of which could be 
graded very chea]»ly. The Lake Shore Road was ])art of 
the great enterprise they were here to consider to-day, and 
great eon tidence was reiK)sed in a line from the lake to the 
sea. Lake Ontario now floats one-third of the grain i)a.ssing 
from the West to the East. We have assurance that the Wel- 
land Canal will be enlarg(Ml, when that is done, two-third^^ 
of the Western cereals will come down u])on Lake Ontario. 

The Delaware, Ijaeka wanna & Western Railway are now 
delivering l,iK)() tons of coal here daily, and the Midland a 
very large amount oi' the same product. The Delaware, 
Lackawanna & WesU^rn Railway also brings to us imineiise 
(quantities of railway iron, which, with the salt Ironi Syracuse, 
for which Oswego is the principal d(^i>ot, forms return 
cargoes for vessels, so that our port will be constantly 
increasing in commerce. 



Oswego is the sixth city in the United States as a port 
of entry. We have the largest foreign trade on the lakes, 
an<l need facilities of communication with the sea-board. 
We extend the hand of greeting to Boston, and will aid the 
project under consideration to the best of our ability. 

Hon. Geo. I. Post was called upon, but bogged to be 
excused, as he could but repeat what J\Ir. Mollison had said. 

Hon. B. Doolittle moved that the Convention take a 
recess until 2 o'clock this afternoon, and that a session be 
held this evening. — Carried. 

AFTEENOON SESSION. 

The Convention was called to order by Gen. BatcliellcT, 
i\\e temporary Chairman. 

Hon. D. G. Foit, Chairman of the Committee on perma- 
nent organization reported as follows : 

For President, Hon. E. H. Derby, of Boston. 

Vice-Presidents, Hon. A. S. Page, Oswego ; J. B. Jervis, 
Rome ; Wra. Lewis, St^'uben ; Henry W. Bentley, Booneville. 

Secretaries, Henry L. Davis and H, C. Tanner, Oswego. 

Hon. John Stryker of Rome, and Hon. A. Bronson of 
Oswego, were appointed a Committee to conduct Mr. Derby 
to the (jhair. 

The Hon. E. H. Dekby, on taking the Chair, thanked the 
Convention for the honor conferred in electing him to preside over 
it. A stranger going into a foreign hind naturally looks around for 
memorials and inscriptions. 80 had he done to-day, and susi)ended 
in that room ho recognized a map on which was inscribed a road 
with Boston at one end, and Oswego at the other. This was a happy 
harbinger of the future maniage of the two cities. Befon; proceeding 
to business, the gentlemen of the convention would like to hear 
something of Boston and the Bay State. Massachusetts is but a 
small State when compared to New York. A little man, however, 
has often as much grit as a large one, and there is something of this 
in the Bay State. By a glance at the; map, it will be i>erceived that 
the State of Massachusetts extends an arm into the ocean, sparkling 



with jewels-the bright homes of its fishermen— and sometimes it 
presumes to thirik it is the forefinp^r of the nation. That State now 
aspires to a connection with the great lakes, not on grounds of size 
or fertility, for to those it has no pretentions. It cultivates the sea 
as much as the land. Products to the value of forty million dollars 
are drawn annually from the deep, arid some of these we can send 
you. We are a consuming, not a producing State. Nature has been 
munificent to us in giving us water and rock. We have little lakelets 
and rivulets that trickle down from our mountain sides, and we take 
the granite wherewith to dam them up, and thus render tliem useful. 
We have a great many cold water men in the old Bay State, who first 
use it in their cups, then on the water-wheel, and then as steam to 
feed our engines. Converted into ice, it is exported to the Indies, 
where it buys coffee and spices. When we offer up our morning 
prayers, we do not expect manna from heaven to fall directly upon 
us ; we look to the West, and that is whence we expect Heaven to 
give us our daily bread. Massachusetts is the mother of men who 
their duties know, and know their rights as well. Massachusetts 
limited in size, and inferior in soil, is great in oomitierce and 
manufactures. Over eight hundred million yards of cloth and 
twelve hundred thousand cases of boots and phoes were manufactured 
there annually, and did it possess the water power of Odwt^go, he did 
not know what it might not accomplish. The water privilcpjes here 
were immense, coining from six or seven lakes, all coni ributing to 
its mighty power. The stream was neither dry in summer, nor 
overflowing in winter, and were he its possessor, and sufficiently 
powerful, he would take it to the Bay State and make his fortune. 

Massachusetts, though small, was one of the most pox)ulous States 
in the Union. It was also distinguished for its wealth. The city ot 
Boston was termed by the poets, " The Hub," and it luus*. be of gold 
or very much gilded. It had acquired great wealth by foreign 
commerce. Its population within the municipal limits ^. as 260,000, 
but as every " hub '* had an outer rim, so Boston had its outer rim, 
within the circle of which were three-quarters of a million of 
inhabitants, with a wealth exceeding one thousand milliuns of 
dollars. It was a great commercial centre and a centrr of capital. 
It was next to New York, and ahead of Philadelphia. Tn fact, it 
was the second commercial city in the Union. In M::ssachusetts 
the little savings banks incrtased their dcjposits between twenty and 
thirty millions of dollars annually. -Nature intended Boston to be 
New York. The Mohawk River, whose cuiTcnt tended naturally 
toward the **Hub," turned abruptly at right angles and flowed 



toward the Empire city. The way to Europe is by Boston, as it ia 
on a direct line. New York is too far S'.iuth and Portland too for 
north. It was in tbe CGntre of the manufacturing intoreats, and 
possMscd every facility for trade with either Europe or the British 
FrovinccH. Boston harbor is uneqnalled. It is completely land- 
locked, and Burrouuded by bighlands, protecting '^ from tbe wind 
and billows of the ocean. There are two entrances to it. One 
comparatively wide for amoil Tessels drawing twelve feel of water, 
and tbe other for ships of any draught, but so narrow that two 
Tessels of moderate size can scarcely pass each other. This latter 
entrance is completely covered by forts, bristling with cannon, 
rendering it literally impregnable. A ship of war could not come 
within ton miles of the city of Boston, and until a revolution takes 
place in gunnery no fear need be appreheTided for the security of 
the harbor. 

The depth of water in New York harbor is 24 or 23 feet ; in that 
of Boston 34 feet at high tide. The Great Eastern could swing 
within a cable's length of the shore. As to its size, it is between 
fifteen and siKtoeii miles in length, with an average width of one 
mUe. It is competent to bold all the shipping of the lakes and 
coast .it once. Send us all you choose, and we will guarantee to 
afford an adequate sheltor. Let me now say that the entire annual 
wheat product of the State of Massachusetts ia but ^6,000 bushels. 
The aggregate amount required for domestic consumption in New 
. England is about one hundred mUliona of busbels. This we want 
from you, and through you from the West. 

A large trade in wheat has been established with England, 
amounting in two years to a hundred millions of buahels. In 
England the land goes to the rich by the law of printogenitnre and 
entail ; in this country, under the homestead law the poor roan has 
a share in it. The result in the old country is, as men accumulate 
wealth they require large domains — parks of five hundred acres— 
and little farms are converted into forests. As a consequence, over 
one hundred thousand acres of land are annually thrown out of 
cultivation. The English afforest while we deforeet. There ia an 
annual demand in England for over one hundred and sixty million 
bushels ot grain. Have we not got it '• Has the West not got it 'i 
And how are we going to get it there '■' By railroad. Transportation 
is now cheaper by rail than ordinary canals, which it must eventually 
supemede. 

But this ia not all she wants. We have heard of the great "beef 
eaters " of England. It has been ascertained by statiaticiana that 
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each man, woman and child in England eats two ounces of meat per 
day. Its consumption, then, is simply immense, and cannot we, 
upon the average, supply it*:' The corn product of the West 
amounts to twelve hundred million bushels annually, and four 
pounds of com produces a jiouud of meat. Why, then, cannot five 
hundred million dollars' "worth of moat be added to the supply V 
There arc some gentlemen in Philadelphia who say that ever; bushel 
of wheat should be converted into cotton cloth before exporting it. 
England was the mother of this country, and it was the pleasing 
duty of the United Stattis of America, not only to manufacture, but 
to nurture her in her old age. 

Borne twenty-two years ago, an account was taken of the traffic 
upon the canals and railroads of New York. It then amounted to 
three million tons annually. The Hon. Alvin Bronson, the pioneer 
of Lake Ontario navigation, brought the first man to Oswego to 
build a vosijol. At first, the commerce of the lakes was small* but it 
gradually increased. In 1869 the three millions of tons had 
increased to thirteen millions, and were an estimate now made it 
would, doubtless, roach fifteen millions. Were the tonnage to 
increase five-fold at the end of the next twenty years, it would be 
seventv-five millions. Such is the commerce of the lakes which we 
meet here this afternoon to discuss. In Massachusetts there is one 
mile of railroad for every four miles of surface. The theoiy there 
is — that every village, great or small, must have a railroad. Rail- 
roads build up cities, and Massachusetts proposes to be a State of 
cities. Tc do this, it wanted, not only a connection with the sea, 
but also with the interior. Not having water communications such 
as New York possessed, Boston began by building a short railroad , 
and then steam was put on to Nova Scotia. It is the great com- 
mercial centre of the East. The coast of Massachusetts is fringed 
w^ith sea-poils, and Boston had built lines to, and madt> connection 
with all of them. 

It, then, wanted a route to the West, but the Green Mountains of 
Vermont formed a bamer. Some thirtv veai*s since, the West^^rii 
Railroad to Albany was built, in the face of considerable obstatiles 
and difliculties. As first it earned about 8^700,000 iiunuiilly, and 
now it^i receipts amount to $7,()()(),0(K). Then a road four hundred 
mil(.*s long was built to Ogdtiusburg, on the St. Lawreuct* river, but 
that was circuitous. There was now a line of ociv.in stcunitTs ruiiniu*;:; 
into Boston once or twice a week, landing betw«»on thr<^o and fV)ur 
thousand emigrants monthlj'. For these ships they had no rt*turii 
freight. England did not want th(;ir cloth nor their boots, for of 



theee it was a large manufacturer. Nor did it require their ice, as 

that article could be obtained much cheaper from Norway. We are 

looking to the West for return cargoes ; 150,000 bushels of wheat 

from the West are now under contract for England, 60,000 of which 

were actually en route by way ot Boston. The route of the latter 

place was now through Albany, Ogdensburg and Montreal ; but we 

are not satisfied, we must have one by the way of Oswego, on the 

best and most direct route, not over or around, but through the 
mountains. 

Thirty years ago he left the Western Railway and became inter- 
ested in the Fitchburg line. The people on the Fitchburg line gave 
their lots on Boston harbor in exchange for stock. So valuable of 
late had that stock become, that the State had some idea of appro- 
priating it. The Fitchburg line was the leader in starting the 
Hoosac tunnel. It is the ally of Oswego and the West, and does 
not wish to part with its road. 

The Hoosac mountain was the barrier to the direct line from 
Boston to the West. It was fifteen hundi*ed feet in height, bounded 
on the east and west sides by two rivers five miles apart. To 
overcome this obstacle it was at one time proposed to build a canal 
under it, but luckily the project was abandoned until the era 
of railroads. After considerable difficulty, the State was induced to 
build a railway tunnel, and five millions of dollars were appropriated 
for that purpose. The people of Massachusetts confirmed the grant, 
and the work was now steadily progressing. Four thousand feet of 
r6ck were disappearing every year, and before the snow flies in 1873 
the work will be accomplished and a connection made. (Applause) . 

It cost the State of Massachusetts forty millions cf dollars to 
connect with New York. And now what remains for the people of 
the Empire State to do ? There are but one hundred and ten or 
twenty miles of road to construct on either the Boonville or Rome 
routes, which can be built for less than $30,000 per mile — a mere 
bagatelle when compared with what Massachusett^s has expended. 
So far we have done all ; and is it not now incumbent on the people 
of the Empire State to do something ? If you will only look around, 
settle upon a line, do the grading and fencing, and obtain the ties, 
Massachusetts will aid you in the rest. She will furnish you with 
the iron, and we will go to those little savings banks and obtain 
money enough to complete the enterprise. 

The interests of Oswego are in the Boston route, and not the 
Portland, the latter place is an offshoot of the fornicT, and not to be 
compared with it in trade, capital or population. The time now 
B 



10 

occupied in reaching Oswego from Boston is about twenty-one hours. 
When the contemplated road is built it will be reduced to nine 
hours. In return for your grain we can then send you fresh salmon, 
fresh lobst( r, and fresh halibut. The people here don't know what 
fresh fijh is, unless they catch one of their June trout or white fish 
on the lake. One of the attractions in coming to Oswego would be 
the advantages accruing from its immense water power. There was 
also a trunk line to New York which would help to load its 
propellers. Another inducement was the import of coal, amounting 
to one thousand tons daily, which served as return freight, as did also 
the salt and iron. These he was afraid neither Mexico Bay, nor 
Sackett*8 Harbor, nor Henderson possessed. The city of Oswego 
was a most beautiful one, comprising 25,000 inhabitants. Its site 
cannot be surpassed, with elegant residences, a splendid river and 
fine harbor. There was plenty of room for railroads. Even though 
in twenty years the traffic of the lakes should amount to one 
hundred millions of tons, ample harbor accommodations could be 
found for that amount. You must assist yourselves. You must 
not expect the legislature of the Bay State to do everything. What 
we want of you is to put your shoulders to the wheel, and we of 
Massachusetts will come and lend you a helping hand. 

The speech of the Honorable gentleman was listened to 
throughout with wrapt attention, and created a most 
profound impression. 

Mr. Derby was followed by Hon. Alvin Bronson, who 
read a very able paper on the Connnerce and Improvement 
of New England and the Lakes, as follows : 

The object of this Convention, as indicated by the call of a Com- 
mittee, is, by discussion, deliberation and interchange of opinions, 
to prompt future action in the field for commerce between New 
England and the lakes, and particularly between Boston, the com- 
mercial capitol of New England, and Oswego, at the foot of the great 
lakes. Having been invittni to participate in these deliberations, I 
beg leave to premise that I embarked in the foreign coinmorce of 
New England sixty-seven yeari* iigo, and was driven from the sea- 
board to the lakes by the lawless acts and violations ot neutral rights 
by European belligerants — EnglaTid and Franco — itnd have been 
extensively connected with tha commerce ot the lakes for sixty-one 

years. 

My experience and observations, covering two generations, will, I 
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hope, exempt my opinions from the imputation of arrogance. The 
assembling of this Convention is opportune and well timed, following 
close upon the deliberations and action of our neighbors of Canada, 
and the Maritime Provinces of Great Britain, seeking the same 
object — the commerce of the lakes and great basins beyond. 

In a former paper I said the St. Lawrence and the Mississippi are 
the natural and cheap outlets for the products of the great basins of 
the interior of our bontinent, but they met the ocean, the one in too 
low and the other in too high a latitude. Brindley, the enthusiastic 
engineer of the Duke of Bridgwater's canal, when asked what rivers 
were made for, replied — to feed canals. Now, though we, like the 
engineer, may ignore these great rivers, our lakes or inland 
seas cannot be ignored ; in spite of modem improvements and 
mechanical contrivances, these lakes maintain their position, at the 
head of all means, save the ocean, for the celerity and cheap rate at 
which they move the heavy, bulky and cheap commodities of com- 
merce, comprising nine-tenths in tonage of the marketable products 
of the world. The steam engine, the great mechanical power of 
the age, which gives such efficiency to the iron road, adds equal 
power and efficiency to the lake coaster. 

It is the combined and harmonious action of these two modem 
contrivances, the steamboat and railroad, that must give to New 
England and New York their share of this great prize, the commerce 
of the North-west, the basin of the lakes, and the great northern 
basin of the continent, the future granary of New and Old England. 

These lakes, stretching half across the continent, surrounding large 
Peninsulas and skirting numerous States and Provinces ; give to a 
broad belt of good land a salubrious and mild climate, and the best 
facilities to traffic which nature and art can bestow. I estimate the 
cost of transporting a bushel of wheat by a continuous voyage over 
four or five of these lakes, at one cent for each hundred miles ; thus, 
from Duluth or Chicago to Buffalo 1000 miles, 10 cents ; to Oswego 
1200 miles, 12 cents ; to Ogdensburg, 1300 miles, 13 cents or one-third 
of a cent per ton per mile. 

This cheap rate of freight exerts a strong influence on the 
commerce of a broad belt of country, and makes feeders or co- 
workers of the canals and railroads contiguous or beyond, quite to 
the Pacific. That portion of the continental traffic destined for the 
Northern Atlantic, being attracted by the lakes and repelled by the 
Alleghany mountains, accumulates at the foot of lakes Erie and 
Ontario ; having turned the Alleghanies, again radiates to New York, 
Boston, Portland, and Montreal, presenting to these points a fair 
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field for competition, and promising a largo reward to engineering 
skill, capital and mercantile enterprise. The trade of the lake 
basin, sixty years ago, was mostly in the hands of two firms, one 
the lessees of the Niagara portage, and the other stationed at 
Oswego, on lake Ontario, and Black Rock, on lake Erie, and conduced 
in some half-dozen coasters, aggregating 1,000 tons. This traffic 
embraced stores for the military posts, the fur companies' goods and 
peltries, Indian annuities, Onondaga salt for the Pittsburg market, 
and a handfull of goods and provisions for the infant settlements of 
the lake region ; with an occasional freight of flour, pork, and potash 
for MontreaL This commerce has increased some five hundred fold 
in thoso 60 years, and probably requires for its service half a million 
tons of shipping. 

The fi2ld of this commerce is n^w covered by a network of railroads 
and canals, with one road spanning the broadest part of the conti- 
nent; and another, the Northern Pacific, starting under favorable 
auspices, and will, by the iirst of January next, connect the head 
waters of the lakes at Duluth with the Bed River of the North, by 
some 600 miles of railroad ; making this river. Lake Winnipeg and 
the Saskatchewan tributary to our channels of trade, with their 2000 
miles of steam navigation open for traffic, according to EngincL'r 
Johnson, as long as the Erie Canal This latter road will shorten 
the distance between the lakes and the Pacific by 500 miles compare<l 
with the present road ; will have less mean altitude above tide water 
by more than 3,000 feet, crossing the Rockj^ Mountains 2,000 feet 
lower than the present road, and the Cascades 5,000 fott lower than 
their rival, the Sijrra Nevada. The sea voyage from Pu;^ot iSound 
to Japan and China will be shorter by 600 miles than that from 8an 
Francisco. 

Already the road is constructed from St. Paul to Duluth, (complet- 
ing the triangle which unites the Mississippi, the lakes, and the Red 
River of the North. These broad and fruitful basins in tin* center 
of the continent, combined with two Continental Raih-ojuls, with 
modem api)liaiices, will yield and distribute with celerity a volume 
of traffic such Jii* the world has never witnessed. Our busmess is 
with that portion of this trade, seeking the Northern Atlantic and 
New England. 

Hon. John Young, a distinguisheu merchant ot* MontrL-al, and 
fonner President of the Canadian Board of Public j Works, in a iiai)er 
prepared for the Dominion Parliament, says : " The export trade to 
foreign countries from the West is not the largest trade. I'he con- 
sumption of the New England or Eastern Uuited States is far greater 
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than tho export trude, and the question arises, can this trade be 
iittrocU'd to tlie St. Zjavrrcnoe and through Lake CIiHtnplain '(" The 
couTBO and durtination of this trade wUl dopuiid as mnch, pcrhape 
more, on the skill, cnttirprisc, oupittit and urcdit ot' its competitors, 
as on nittunLl fuctlitios. 

The railroad, the canal (ship and barge,) the river und etcam 
engine, arc elemeiila in this competitiou. In a formur pajiur, on a 
kindred subject, I said, " The railrooil, the great impruveuient of the 
age, is limited in power and efficiency only by carefully balancing 
cost against utility." 

The raihXNtd holds signal advantages over most other meuns of 
transjHirt. Sy oclerity of movement it monopolises the rapid travel 
and the valuable commodities demanding safety and dispatch. It 
seeks cominorce inaccessible to lakes, rivers and eanuls, and prosecutes 
it with vigor and success when these are ice-bound. 

Engineer Jolinson, in bis essay on tho navigation and iiuprove- 
inents of the lakes and their oonnection with the ocean, p:ives us a 
ship canal from Ontario, at Oswego, and from Champlaiu at White 
Hall, to the Hudson at Albany, but gives no opinion of their utility. 
I um of opinion that a ship canal will not improve those channels, 
and that tho barge, probably aided by the tug boat, will give tho 
liesi facilities to these water lines. Even on the St. Lawreiieu, I 
should doubt the utility of a ship canal, if great progress and a 
largij expenditure hod not already been ijjiide on this pn>jecL 

With tho numerous projects for improvcuients in tho broad West, 
and their rapid progress to completion, with a tl>00,000 ap|iropria- 
liun for the Welland Canal, now at the disposal of tho engiiieor and 
contractor, we may have a flood of trade upon us before wo have 
prepared our best channolii for its disposition, and tiud the Hoosac 
Tunnel and its connections are none too early. 

The interesting and important problem now demanding solution 
is, who shall have the Trunk Boud, uniting New England -iiid the 
Atlantic with tho lakes!:' 

MasBOcbu^etts, and Boston her capital, have, by an eiirly itnive- 
ment and bold enterprise, estublisliod a strong claim bi pn-ce«lenco. 
Her large population, accuuiuluted wealth, high oi'edit, and (<xtuudixl 
commercial dealings, si'cm to enubh' her to give better ufft'Ct and 
larger remunt^ration to these eoetly struotures than any otlier 
locality. With ample means, controlled by skill ond xirudenee, may 
we not hope and expect sot n to set! the Boston, Huosnc and Oswego 
Trunk Road completed, and taking rank with the great enterprises 
of tho day. 
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Mr. W. D. Smith suggested that the hour had arrived 
for the ride, and that carringes were in attendance. 

Mr. J). G. Fort stated that tliere vet remained ten 
minutes to 4 i)'cli>ck, and that the time niiglit be i)rofitably 
occupied in reading some of the letters njceived by tlie 
Committee. 

The Chair asked the Convention if thev would hear the 
letters, and they so voted. 

Ijetters from thi^ following gentlemen were then read : 
Edward Appleton, of Massachusetts ; Hon. Alva Croker, of 
Massachusetts ; Hon. J. Q. Adams ; Gov. Clatlin ; Gov. 
Hoffman ; Hon. Geo. E. Towne, of Massachusetts ; Wm. 
Shanley, one of the contractors of the Hoosac Tunnel ; 
Daniel S. Richardson, President of the Vermont and 
Massachusetts line between Fitchburg and Greenfield ; and 
Hon. W. F. Allen, of Albany. 

An invitation was th(»n given to the d<*legales t(> take a 
limited excursion (m the lake, to-morrow minning at 9 
o'clock, ,in st4^*amers, from the dock of the Northern 
Transportation Company. 

At 4 o'clock the Convention adjcmrned until evening. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The Convention was called to ord<*r by the President. 
He stated that it had Ixfcn suggested that the friends of 
the diflerent routes be heard from. 

Mr. CoMSTOCK, of Rome, addressed the Coiiventit)n : 

Mr. Cliairiuan, — I have listciKxI with groat pleasure, gentlemen 
of the Convention, to the remarks of our President, in relation to 
the great enterprise which has brought us together in this Convention. 
1 don't think ho over-statod the vast considerations 1 oaring upon 
the importance of a line of railroad connecting Boston and Massa- 
chusetts with the great West, and with the chain of lakes, and he 
reduced the question to one of practical duty wluni he i)ivsented it 
as requiring now the completion of only a little over 100 miles 
of railroad in order to make this great line of communication from 
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the Atlantic to the West ; and, be might have said perhaps, to the 
Pacific. 

I am called upon to state some considerations in relation to one of 
these routes. Within the last ten or twelve days I have been over 
a proposed line of road which the locAlity where I reside takes an 
interest in, as filling up this gap spoken of in the completion of the 
railroad connection ; and an organization has been projected by 
those with whom I am acting, to complete this line by the 
construction of a road from North Bay on the Midland, at the north- 
east point of Oneida Lake, through Rome, to some point on the 
Troy and Boston road in the neighborhood of Eagle Bridge. The 
distance, according to the best estimate we can make of it, of the 
road to be constructed, will bo about 120 mUes. When we look at 
this enterprise, we see each end of this great lino of communication 
already constructed. From Eagle Bridge, or that neighborhood, 
to the Hoosac Tunnel, the Troy and Boston road is already operating 
a road. With the completion of the tunnel, that line is carried 
through the tunnel to the other side, where we find a line already 
completed to Boston. At this end of the line where we strike 
North Bay, which is on the direct line from Oswego, or very nearly, 
as nearly on a straight line as you could expact any failroad to be 
constructed, we find a line completed from North Bsiy, 47 miles, to 
this city, already in operation — the Midland road. And the line 
from this city West — here we strike the lake^ — i^ in process of 
completion, as we have been informed to-day, as the Lake Shore 
line is to be put under contract, and will be completed doubtless, 
as soon or sooner, than the line connecting east can be all 
completed. 

I have been over the lino from North Bay, as far east as 
Gloversville, during the last week, and I do not propose to detain 
you much in arguing in favor of the line to which I call your 
atteution, beyond trying to state as briefly as I can the character- 
istics of the line in relation to facility for construction, and opera- 
tion when constructed. Very many of the gentlemen whom I 
address, are fully aware that the line from North Bay to Rome, is 
on, what may be called, a water level ; the land is flat. It is very 
near the line of the long level of the canal. As you approach North 
Bay, the line would descend a little, the lake being a little 
lower than the canal, and a straight line can be laid from North 
Bay to Rome, so that that portion of the line between North Bay 
and Rome may be said to be an air line — perfectly straight and 
flat. From Rome the projected line will run into the town of 
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Floyd, near Floyd Comers, from there to Holland Patent, or near 
there ; probably crossing the Utica Black River Railroad at that 
point, and from th('ro running eastward, almost in a direct easterly 
line to the West Canada Creek. Of course, actual engineering 
and location of the line might var}- from the ideas that I have 
gathered about it in passing ovtT it, in connection with an 
engineer, as I did last week. Crossing: the West Canada Creek 
about a mile or a mile an<l a half below Trenton Falls, then following 
down the west bank of Canada Creek, any gentleman who may 
consult a map, on a sufficiently large scale to show him the bearing 
of the countrj% will find at the point which I have mentioned, the 
West Canada Creek turns almost directly to the east, and, for the 
distance of six miles, down to Poland, runs in a very nearly due 
easterly direction. A little south-east, the line will run along the 
West Canada Creek to Poland, running down the creek, and, at the 
same time, working out of the valley and getting up the slope, 
rising as you pass Poland up into the ground above Poland, so as to 
get out of the valley of the creek. Passing between Poland and 
Cold Brook, and then following around the southerly slope of what is 
known as the Norway Hills, there is a natural valley there passing 
around a little south of Norway Comers, passing through the 
north-east corner of the town of Fairfield, and into the town of 
Salisbury. I confess that although I hod been informed there was 
a favorable line for the ccmstruction of a road there, I found the 
general character of th(» country, the general formation of the 
country there, much more favorable for a line of road than I had 
expected. There is a viilley running around from the West Canada 
Creek valley, from thc^ neighborhoi>d of Poland, running through 
the town of Norway south of Norway Corner.^ through a 
comc'r of the town of Fairfield, across the town of Salisbury, which 
is extremely favorable for the* construction of a railroad line. Iii- 
steafl of the line Ixiing difficult, on the contrary, I think it is 
extremely favorable, and that the engineering difficultitn) to be 
encount<jriKl will be very small. I will say here, lest I might be 
8Upi>o8(Hl by some genth»m(;n familiar with the country to not be 
stating; tlui thintc eutir^'ly fairly, I will say, between Poland and 
Cold Brook tliiTo will hi", soiiu* oxi>cnse imniriNMl m gottiiig across 
the points of soinn sand hills, that project out from th(» elevated 
I'auds further north, but it is throui^h a lijjjht soil. Aft-(»r you jvass 
Poland, and get into Norway, the line from there on follows a 
natural valley. The summit of the line is in tho Town of Fairfield, 
about four miles east of Norway Comei-s. There the water begins 
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without any fonnidable barrier — ^the line begins to descend the other 
way, to the east, and there is a stream ninniag from the Town of 
Salisbury, whicn those of you will recollect is a pretty wide town 
from west to east, running, iu the neighborhood of Salisbury 
Comers and Salisbury Centre, a natural valley across there, which 
presents a very favorable aspect for a line of railroad. Through 
the town of Salisbury you are at the elevation you will keep until 
you cross East Canada Creek. As you ax>proach East Canada Creek 
my judgment is that the line will cross that creek not farther 
north than the village of Devereaux, and probably within three 
miles south of that. So far as the general observation which I and 
the engineer with mo were able to make, the natural line of crossing 
in order to go over the ground both ways from that creek would be 
within some three miles of the village of Devereaux, not higher up 
than that, and not more than three miles below it. After crossing 
the East Canada Creek you will have to ascend somewhat, and, in 
my judgment, the most difficult part of the line, where the most 
expense and the greatest engineering difficulties will bo encountered 
is for ten or fifteen miles east of East Canada Creek. These diffi- 
culties of which I speak there, apply equally to any of the lines 
taat I have heard mentioned, because the Booneville line, or any 
other line that I have heard proposed in relation to this road, would 
pass through, as far as I understand it, the same region. From near 
Salisbury Comers, from the old Royal Grant State road, in the town 
of Salisbury east, what is called the Booneville line, and the Home 
line, would occupy common groand. They would be on the same 
line probably. The friends of either line would not contemplate, 
I presume, a very groat divergence from a common line. The most 
formidable difficulties are east of East Crook, but I don't think 
they are very great. I am not prepared to present in relation to the 
line East of Canada Creek as well settled an opinion in relation to it 
ae I am the lino this side of East Canada Creek, because I think that 
myself and the gentleman with me were a little thrown off the track 
there, and did not go over the line which we ought to have gone 
over, and my associate, on the examination, is now engaged coming 
back on the line lor the purpose of farther examination. 

After passing some ten or fifteen miles east, of East Canada Creek, 
you begin to descend to the east, and the best information we could 
obtain is that the most favorable lino for a railroad there, is a little 
south of what is known as Newkirk's Mills, in the County of Fulton, 
and from there passing in the neighborhood of and crossing Caroga 
C 
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Creek and running down in the direction of Kingsboro, which is a 
small village and only a mile north of Gloversvillo. The probability 
is that the most favorable line will x>a8S within a short distance of 
Qloversville. That country has not been opened. Gloversville has 
not been opened to railroad communication until last year. They 
have a railroad now from Fonda, running to Gloversvillo. One of 
the most beautiful towns in the State is there located, of six thousand 
persons, with a flourishing busir ess. A grea^ number oi t he residences 
as handsome, not as the best residences in this city, but as handsome 
as those that pass for first-class residences in this city. A very 
beautiful business location. I was obliged to discontinue my journey 
eastward at Gloversville on account of other engagements. It 
was only last Friday evening that I left there. The line between 
Qloversville and Ballston, and Saratoga, I have not been over. The 
gentleman who was with me was to start to come over it this week 
this way. My information is that the line from Gloversville, east 
to the Hudson is without difficulties, over a level country, and where 
no engineering obstacles will be encountered. From Ballston or 
Saratoga, which ever line may be adopted, whether you go north or 
South of Saratoga Lake — ^if you go to Saratoga you go north of ib, 
and vice versa — to some common point for these two routes, on the 
Troy and Boston road, you have to cross the Hudson Eiver. As 
you get to the Hudson River you are getting to tide level, and yon 
have to make the ascent on the other side until you make the point 
of junction with the Troy and Boston road. 

It may be interesting to some gentlemen here to know what the 
elevations above tide are there. Ballston is 313 feet iiDovo tide 
water. Saratoga 378. I get these levels from the Railr ki 1 Com- 
missioners' rej)ort in this State for 1856, which contains roports of all 
the railroads that existed in the State at that time. As you go 
north to Lake Champlain, Fort Edward, is 143. Whitohiill 120. 
Lake Champlain 88. The Vermont State lin^ 338. On the other side 
of the descent, as you go up the Troy and Boston road, Scliaghticoko 
is 365 feet. Johnsonville 349. Eiiglo Bridge 379. North Hoosac 
444. State Line 475. Rome is 426 feet above tide ; Stitt.jvillc, very 
near which th ) Rome line would i>ass, a little North of it, i ; 560 feet 
above tide ; and the point between Stittsville and Holland Patent 
is about 600 feet above tide. As you run north, as yoii ^' y towards 
Booneville on the Black River road, Trenton is 835 ft.; Remscn, 1187 ; 
Steuben, 1284 ; Aider Creek, 1264 ; Booneville is 1144. I df> not pro- 
pose to depreciate any competing routes that may be spoken of hero 
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this evemng, because I doii*t propose to enter into tliat discussion. 
As you come from the east — the line of the Booneville route talked 
of, or the Western ville route— those lines would be a common line 
until you reached the old State road near the west line of Salisbury, 
if I am correctly informed. At that point our line — the line which 
I present — keeps on the South side of the Norway Hills. Their line 
goes to the north, and keeps north of the Norway Hills, continuing 
an up grade until it passes the summit between thO/t point and 
Booneville. What I have said describes substantially the route. This 
route is through a country which, although I had had a good accnint 
of it and supposed it was a prosperous agricultural country, and had 
a good deal of business enterprise, yet, when I came to go over it, it 
much exceeded my expectations, in fertility of soil and its general 
a«pect of thrift and prosperity. You pass through a fine agricultural 
country the whole distance, from Bome through Oneida and Herki- 
mer Counties to East Canada Creek. The line along through the 
Town of Salisbury passes nine, ten or eleven miles as you may locate 
north of the Central road at Little Falls. For a large district of 
country the shipping point now is at Little Falls, which is nine miles 
of south Salisbury Centre. At Salisbury Centre and Salisbury Cor- 
ners are important villager, full of profitable business, considerable 
manufacturing done« a good deal of lumber made ; but, I want to say in 
relation to the lumber question, as you pass through that country, the 
Town of Salisbury, and as you cross the East Canada Creek, and as 
you go east through Fulton County, there is hemlock and si)ruce there. 
They are not able now to manufacture and send to market anything 
but the most valuable of that lumber, such as some descriptions of 
spruce lumber sawed in a peculiar way and used in the construction 
of pianos ; and the ordinary hemlock and spruce lumber cannot be 
manufactured and carted to Little Falls and pay. It is worth 
nothing. The hemlock is good for nothing ; and yet up the east 
Canada Creek and north line of this road for a long distance, twenty 
or thirty miles, there is an immense region full of hemlock and 
spruce, which would furnish to a road, constructed through that 
country, valuable freight for a good many years. The unbroken 
forest of the north woods would bo along there, only from two or 
three up, to eight or ten uules north of the line of the road and the 
country itself, its agricultural products, its freights and passengers 
would furnish a very respectable business to a road ; and, in my 
judgment, would warrant the construction of a road without any 
reference to other connections from Bome to Ballston say, or Saratoga. 
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I would not hesitate a moment, as a business man, to enter upon the 
enterprise of sfcrildng an independent railroad from the City of Bome 
to Ballston, relying upon the local business to make it pay. I think 
I cannot be so much mistaken in relation to tlie general character of 
that country, as to make a mistake when I say that a road constructed 
from Bome to Ballston, or Saratoga would, of itself, as a local enter- 
prise — taking the country through which it passes — be a remunera- 
tive enterprise ; and when you take into consideration the connection 
at both ends, making it a part of the ^eat line from the sea-board 
to the West, who can doubt that it would be a valuable railroad 
enterprise which fully warrants the attention which this Convention 
is giving to it ? I am afraid I am trespassing upon time that belongs 
to other speakers and I will close. 

The President called upon some one to speak for the 
Westernville route. No one responded. 

The Booneville routes were spoken of by Mr. Hough, as 
follows : 

I had hoped that some one else would speak upon the Booneville 
route, as I am not accustomed to this kind of business, but, I know 
something about it, and having been over the grejater part of it, I 
will endeavor to tell you something of what 1 know of it. 

The route from Oswego to Booneville lios from Oswego over a level 
country to the valley of the Salmon Kiver, a little nortli of easterly 
from here. It strikes that valley wherever it shall be agreed upon, 
either at Pulaski, and from here on the Bome & Oswego Bailroad* 
or further south as shall be found best upon survey. From there it 
follows up the valley by entirely easy grades, and through a good 
country until it reaches near the head waters of that river, in the 
south-western part oi the town of Lewis, in Lewis County. From 
there it goes out of that valley without any high banks, or very 
high hills, crossing Fish Creek within three miles of Salmon Biver. 
There it comes on to the table lands (it is rising all the while) 
between the Fish Creek and the Mohawk, and the Black Biver. It 
passes five miles east of Fish Creek and crosses the Mohawk Biver 
in the south end of Lewis County, about a mile from the County 
line. The Mohawk is a small mill stream. From there it descends 
towards the Black Biver. If the waters of the Mohawk should be 
turned into the Black Biver, by an excavation of ten feet, it descends 
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towards the valley of Black Biver and reaches Booneville, which is 
at an elevation of 1,1^0 feet above tide water. The highest point of 
land, on this route, is seven miles west of Boone ville, and is from 175 
to 200 feet above Boone viUc. From Boone ville a line bears a little 
more south and passes near the village of Alder Creek, through on 
the south side of Black River, without going into its immediate 
valley, the northerly part of the present town of Bemsen, as it now 
stands. From there, I think it is about six miles, it crosses the 
West Canada Creek at a bridge, and goes through the south-eastern 
part of the town of Ohio and across the north-easterly part of the 
town of Norway. From the West Canada Creek it goes up the val- 
ley of the Black Creek, and is by an entirely feasable grade and 
without any material elevation. It goes up a little. From there 
into the stream that Mr. Comstock spoke of at Sailsbury, it passes 
through the depression of the hills. There is a low pass between 
the hills, and it goes down that valley by an easy and feasable 
grade to the point in the town of Sailsbury, crossing the State 
Boad, called Diamond Hill, I believe, and from there to the 
town of Sailsbury, crossing the East Canada Creek, substantially as 
advocated by the Rome line. From East Canada Creek the advocates 
of the Booneville route had their attention called more particularly 
to a line a little north of Newkirk's Mills, through by the lake. 
The route from East Canada Creek is the line substantially as 
described by Mr. Comstock. From Oswego, for nearly 40 miles, it goes 
through an open cultivated country, not densely populated, but a 
clear country of good farming lands. There it comes into the forest, 
which has within a few years been broken into, lying in the north- 
western part of Oneida and the eastern part of Oswego, and the 
western part of Lewis, passing through wood lands. A country that 
is susceptible of the highest cultivation, well timbered and where the 
land is just coming into market, just becoming valuable. That 
country reaches to within perhaps 10 miles of Booneville. There they 
come into the Black River country, which is a beautiful farming 
country, and so continues to the point of junction. I am not, at this 
moment, prepared to speak as to the extent and distance ot the two 
routes. I don't know that it is necessary that I should. It is enough 
that there is a route that exists the^e, that has been examined the 
greater part of the distance by engineers, and it is pronounced en- 
tirely feasable, favorable, and, in every respect, a first-class railroad 
route. It is a route entirely independent. It comes in collision 
with DO competing routes. It stands upon its own merits and that 
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is all its friends ask for it, and that tlic route should be examined 
by those competent to judge of it, and to let it stand or fall as it shall 
be found upon its merits. 

The Chairman asked the speaker the grade of this 
route, &c. What would the grado he from the West ? 

By Mr. Hough. — It is belie vt^d there need be no gradients g^reater 
than 50 feet to the mile. That we think is determined, and that 
this bv an examination of the country — by a thorough survey — can 
be lessened from that even. That is going East. 

The Chairman requested any delegate present to piesent 
the views of the advocates of the Henderspn route. 

Mr. Tyler spoke on the Henderson route as follows : 

Our talkers from our section have gone home and left me to represent 
them 1 I shall do it very feebly. We have a valuable harbor we claim, 
and worth to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts — in constructing 
a road from Massachusetts to Lake Ontario — two millions of dollan 
we think. We are able to show it out. We have a grade to Boone- 
ville averaging at the highest grade 40 feet to the mile. It traverses 
a section of country equalling any section in the State of New York 
to Booneville. Farther than Booncville I am unacquainted. Our 
knowledge of railroad matters was based upon information received 
in Boston two months ago. We supposed that Massachusetts was to 
build this road through to the best harbor at the foot of Lake 
Ontario, and we paid some little attention to the enterprise. To-day 
it looks here as though Oswego had taken the thing in good time 
and was bound to win. (Applause.) Good on your heads, gentle- 
men. I admire your pluck. Go in. It ain't too late yet m the 
day for Henderson harbor to have her resources fully develop)ed, I 
believe. That this road from Boston to Lake Ontario will yet term- 
inate in Heuderson harbor, I believe. I bt^lieve we have got the 
harbor I We are able to show it up, and a better one than the whole 
nation con construct any where else at the foot of Lake Ontario. 
That is all I have to say, gentlemen. (Applause.) 

The Chairman requested any delegate to present the 
views of the Watertown people. 



Dr. Stevens then addressed the Convention : 

Hr. Chairman and Or-ntlomcn, — Happening acoidentally in tlie 
city, for other purposes, I loiirniHi there wag to bo this meeting and 
came here for the purpose of hearing and not of talking. I theiefora 
have no statistics or anything, cxcrtpt a vciy general and imperfect 
idea, and not even that woU dcvcloiwid to give you. I can only say 
this much, that the route to Boonoville, and from there throu^i 
Watertown to Backets Harbor and Hcndersan, by the Utioa and 
BlMik Biver road, has at Iciist this advnnt»ge over the route to 
Oswego, that it won't bleed Uncle Sam's treasury. I don't know 
as that 19 an advantage to present to an Oswegfo audience. I don't 
know but I labor under a disadvantage to speak of it here 
to-night for that reason. There are three or four harbors at the foot 
ol Lake Ontario already to be topped that will require, probably, 
nothing at all from the Government to make them ready to receive 
all the navies of the lakes ; either one of them would hold the whole, 
and they only require that docks and warehouses be built upon the 
shore, with no dredging and no eipense whatever to either the 
Qovemment or to the forwarders. They are the harbore of Hender- 
son, Saokets Harbor, and then, whit is priictically the toot of 
navigation, Clayton, Either one of thom, probably, certainly the 
two latter, are more fsasablo for reaching Canada, and have the 
same advantages for reaching the western country that Oswego has. 
Ab I understand it, Bosion is not now so much desirous of getting 
passengers as she is freight — to get a sreat fi-eight road that shall 
bring (he produce of the western country down through her port 
and out to foreign countries by that road. The disadvantage of 
going BO far north as wc projiOBO, is that it is off an nir lin? for 
travel ; undoubtedly a rnitroiid running here would be more con- 
venient for passengers and for travel to the West than a road 
mnoiDg farther north, because it will have to come around the lake 
to make up for that divergenec; but, it seems lis though the whole 
advantage of all these harbors could be obtained to Boston and for 
forwarders, by comliining all these routes in a certain degree, 
running from Hoesac Tunnel to Booneville and then having 
branches — one, two or three of them— as the occasion and the inter- 
ests may require, running to the different harbors like fingers to 
grasp and hold the whole husiness that may come, either from 
Canada or the West. If such a route were feasabte (I don't know 
anything about it., practically), it would save the United States 
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Qovemment a good many thousand dollars in building a harbor out 
jnto the lake.* It could also, if it were nooossary for travel to 
Oswogo, have a branch coming through the Salmon River valley 
here. 

There is another advantage in running to Boone ville, that was 
not mentioned by the gentleman from Leyden, and that is, that a 
road built to Boone ville at once strikes the Black River Valley, 
through which a road is already running, which by the Ist of Sep- 
tember will be to Watertown, and by the ensuing season, Sackets 
Harbor, shortening, I should think, by tho appearance of this map, 
the distance materially, so that the only railroad Boston would 
have to build would be from Saratoga to Booneville. From tho 
latter place to Sackets Harbor and Henderson, nnd, perhaps, 
Clayton, three great harbors that will be open and ready long before 
the Hoosac Tunnel is built — the Black River road will give an 
opening at once to the lake. It strikes me, therefore, from a 
simple superficial view, that the most feasable and practical 
route, in which there should bo no competition or strife, which 
would be the bysb economy for all parties concerned, would bo 
to make the road from the Hoosac Tunnel to some central 
point like Booneville, with branches running to the different 
harboi-s, as necesi'ities might require, or as trade would be devcloi>ed. 
I simply throw out the proposal for what it is worth. (Applause). 
I have understood the Chairman, this afternoon, spoke of the water 
power of Oswego as being very valuable and of great importance 
aA attached to the terminus of the road. I would siy that Black 
River, in the proposition that I suggest, with a wat r power fully 
as large— and my impression is, t^o or throe times a.^ urrcat as this 
of Oswego riv(»r — would also be tapped, a water power upon which 
mills could be established for a length, I think, of some fourteen 
miles, with plenty ot water to run them almost standing side by side 
for the whole distance, and practically illimitable, and, as yet, with 
only one railroad to bring it into market, or derive any advanta*^ 
from it. This I know is equal and must be far superior to this of 
Oswego river here. 

The Chairman called upon (Jknkual J^vtchkllhk to 
complete his remarks in regard to that seccion of the 
country. 



t5[H'0L'h I't' <<!■;!< n.M'rTini,i,K[t : 

ilt. ('liniriu'Mi uivl Ui.'iitlumcii uf tlio (Juiivttntioii, — The Bpooch 
wbiuli till- (IliLiirmiHi wm so liinil us tt any I lii;(|;uii tliiii niomin^, 
jHThajHt woiilil bi: batter ti) lii' left iiiitiiibiliiHl, if it wus tint bc^iiiiiiift 
uf 11 apoLvb ; but, iiix.sniiiiib aa lur'-uUticd aru BJt'kiii^ tu ho honrtl luid 
rupi'iuwutod ill tbiK Ci.iiiv«iitiuii, mid, iiuiMmucli iis tbu ik'tiuih; <>bjcct 
fur which thi.' Cuiiv<.'ntiui) U imIIi.i], thiiims to Iw yut uiiiloti;niiiiioi1 
and uiidi^tiniMl. iiuil \vv atv (piping ih'ouikI fur iiiAiruiutiiiii au in tbo 
tojio^mpliy uf tUu country, iiud itH ivsoiiruos, of csiiunu;, any iiifunua- 
lion that van \io ^wm io\u:\i'u>g uiiy |Mrtiou iif the pmiiostKl route 
will ho [irobubly more or hint auuiqitublo. As wo ai-u Iim-u in Oswugo 
lH<TliaiRt till' most itititUigUdi! uoursc to puiauu in to stiirt at Oswego 
uiid prouL-od t4>wiird.i tbu lltioHOC tuniiul. IxniaiLst*, as I uiidurHtand itt 
thit) is uot a Co iiv 1-11 lion to iiilviH^iitc buililiiig tliu roiid to iiiiy other 
point than to tbi) tiiiiiiol. If it luuaiis tu biiil'l a railroad to I'ort- 
lauil tboii it L-i iiiii ri^lit to dinuiiHs that ({ucHtion uiili'Bs Portland is 
rei>rc!«.'Ut«d, aud 1 imdi'infaiiil that lloatou iiiL'cta Oswugo with the 
int'.Tiut.'diata lui^alilJm. aii:l that Toitlaiid having bad ita lu^uriug bae 
rcHtinl ujKui its iiiiTiti:. (A]ipbiusi!.) ITroiu the UiiuvLiitiou thuy 
bad ut Hunit'iipi in IHGU, tu tUu prosi^iit tiriiy. I bavn Uva u Krni and 
cas'iiiat ndvoisatt' of thu Unwugo and Bo!<tou routo. (Appluuee) 
without hotdiiig any rv.irt ol i)arli.>y ov i;r>iuproiiiiw) witli tho h<> callod 
■portbind routu, I think T liiivu souio mawms for the fiiitb that is in 
luc. One of tho iniuu tbingH which juHliti><a tbo niovoinout on the 
imrt of O.jWL'go aiiil Uoaton ti Hhako blinds witli the*o iron banda 
ai^niHH till' country jh, that lti«>ti)n ba-i pkilt;<nT a largo amount of 
capital, its publir f.iilli, and, above all, itu pvido upon thi.'ci)inidi'tion 
of thclfoojiii; liiniiiil, and tbinugh that tnniifi an outlet to tho 
biki-s; and, it is bonnd tu Uavn that unllol. in ^'l,nll' furni luid over 
some rcmli', ;.i.d. all tb.-y wish to know i>- wb.tlh.'r lucalili.^s along the 
niutfi— not varying too far fniin tliiMliiiiol lino- will aid thuni, andto 
what itAl'^nt. It si^tius to nu! tb'j duty of Ibi; b-adiiig iiiti^ruats is to 
atiecrtainiU'li'iit.-ly what tho iiiiTit'i of Ibc varinua looatitii's aro. 
I iiuian mora in rogard to tlif toiingiajihy of tho fomitry, 
buouusi; tlifj Iriwii of luighi'jfring and thu taws of trade in-e 
going to, ill tho und, c:ontrol tho iionstinoiioii of tliia ro;id ; and, if it 
is found chat any ronti' prusuuti ob'tauli^s whioh ari- sought to be 
ovorcome by tliL' Iloosai' tunnol — to wit : heavy grudm, of course, 
that route u-ill bt- abau.lunL-d to Lb.iw having the best grades. We 
atiiit troiu 0>wL'go and casting our .'yo along tlio iiin|i — and railnwl 
maps an- very doc^eptivo somotiincH in thviv genonil lines, more uspo- 
cinlly inn-gai-d to striiania and tbu rolatiou of railroada to natural 
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doHconts and water aheds, tliau pooi>le aro Apt to sux^posc — in casting 
our eye between Boston antl Eagle Bridge, bceause m all our under- 
takings to reiicli Hoosac Tunnel we have got to go through that 
noteh in the mountain, thoro is a high luouiitaiii bc^twren the 
Hudson Itivcr and the mouth of the tunntil, lying immL-diatelj 
iK'tween the city of Troy and North Adams, and to got out from 
the rear of that i noun tain to tlie Hudson River valley you must 
folh)w the line of the Hoosac River, which passt\s the notch at 
Kagle Bridge. Theix'fore, the route to be con^iderccl is from Oswego 
U) Eagh; Bridge. You leave Oswego and X)r()CCM'd towamls Eagle 
Bridge, and yon naturally follow the road already constructed, as 
suggested by my friend from Romts Mr. Comstook th<i Midland 
road. It lias nearly tifty miles already eompletitd, and in a direi't 
line, the line already sketched from Oswego bi'ing iiarallel, or nearly 
so, with the Midland road. From that point you run almost directly 
to Rome. Along the western slope of the spur of the Adirondocs, 
which runs down towards Schenectady, known on the east side in 
the Sacandaga vallry as the Mayfield mountain,- -there is a range 
of mountains lying south of Piseco Lake, and this range of mountains 
iK'Ooming very slight near Northampton, the rocky forest ceasing at 
Kingsboro, in Fulton county. These mountaiiLs have got to bo passed 
over or around. My theory is to pass around t\iv south end of them 
and thus avoid ih'.j heavy grades, because, if you go by Piseco Lake 
and Boonville, you must go at least 1.500 feet above tide wattT, and 
that ehjvation is not gradual, but it is intersected, as Juiy < ngineer 
faTuiliar with the route will show you, with streams running to the 
Wv'st from the mountains, cutting diKip gorges and making htuivy 
vrdlcys to be liUcd, and deep cuts to be excavate<l, and at t!ie same 
time raising until you get to Lake Piseco, and I undi-rstaud 
this to Ix^ the Boonville and Portland route, because the 
Jioonville route means Portland. The Boonville route by Pisoco 
Lake, jusi above Northampt<m, passes off near Luzerne, an . I off to 
Whitijhall, intending to go on to Castleton and Rutland and tlience to 
Portlaml. That route has bwn suiveyed, and gentlemen are present 
in \\\o rot an more familiar with the survey, and who are oj)' n advo- 
eatvs of the Poitland route. To get to Boston you don't want to 
swiuL'- so iar north into the Adirondacs ; if you do you lengthen the 
dist.ince aFi.l increase your gra<les from west to east. All of those 
tliiii'j:s are to be avoided, it t-eems to m ', by any sensible 
cnL^iiieeL- ill the; >5election of this route. Then I would ado2)t 
the route sugi^ested by Mr. Comst'jck, pursuing the route on the 
w^st Til slop.^ of tlie Adirondack until you got to Caroda Lake, 
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in Fulton County, and then you pass around the spur of these 
mountains near Glovorsville or Kingsboro, and there you strike a 
creek which empties into the Sacandaga and the Hudson Bivcr. 
At Caroga Lake you have overcome the highest olevatitm between 
Lake Ontario and the Hudson River Valley, and I don*t think 
Kingsboro is over eight or nine hundred feet above tide water, 
certainly leas than a thousand. 

By Mr. Comstock — Not as much as that. 

By Mr. Batcheller — I think it is not as much as that. In passing 
from that route there has been an actual survey made by an 
engineer resident at Saratoga, who much to the regret of those in- 
terested m the country has lately deceased. Mr. Greene, several years 
ago surveyed a route from Troy to Oswego, taking substantially 
the same route pointed out by Mr. Comstock, striking Oncjida 
Lake at the north-cast comer returning directly from Oswogo, 
keeping along substantially the same dot line through Johnstown 
to Troy. It kept between Schenectady and Ballston, so substan- 
tially the line has been surveyed between the point in Fulton 
County and to Oswego, and found by Mr. Greene to contain no 
elevations to exceed forty feet to the mile. Of course the con- 
struction of the original line would have valleys to iill, which would 
probably in the beginning exceed tluit, but it is susceptible of 
engineering demonstration that a route can be obtained from 
Oswego to Fulton County, on the Hudson River water shed — where 
th(j water flows towards the HucLson River Vallcjy, at a grade not to 
exceed forty feet to the mile. I understand that full loadol freight 
trains can be run over such a road without any ditticulty. I mean 
a train containing twenty-four to thirty cars with a heavy tingino. 

The route from Oswogo, when all others are consi'lered, and I 
don't wish to say a word against the Boonville route, and I have a 
good word to say for thorn directly. The rout-e for Boston and 
Oswego is on the western slojM) of the lango of mountains until you 
get to Gloversville or Kingsboro, and then turning the soutlK^rn 
spur and shooting towards thcj Hudson River. I (;omo now to tli > 
terminus or point at which this road will strike and cross the Hud- 
son River. Of that country I can sptjak from the book, liaving biHjn 
instrumental in procuring tho surveys and l»eing pci-sonally fjimiliar 
with every foot of ground. The route laid down by the genth.'iuan 
who sketclied the straight road from Oswego to Ballston is all vory 
good until it strikes just south of Northampton. Wln;n ho strikes 
that point, Ballston l>eing some fifty feet lower than Saratoga, to 
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got to Ballston you havo got to go fifty foot lower. You bavo got 
to have a grade winch will carry you to lliat point. There is an 
easy route r>inuing from Kingsboi-o »lir(M*tly oiwt iulo the northern 
bounds of the town of Gjilway, in Saratoga County, crosiring 
Kadoroseras Cn^ek, at Kcxjk Citv. You can cross the Kadoroseros 
Valley upon a high bridge, ami tlien^by avuid a depression you 
would have to make in going t(» Ballston. Then you reach Sara- 
toga at an elevation over 350 feet above lido wat<.;r. The elevation 
of Eagle Bridge above tide water, and the elevation of Saratoga 
Springs above tide wati»r is abimt equal. Tlnjy are each of them 
about J550 feet with an int<?niie«li!ite pnPiHlient that shall not c..xcee<l 
forty feet to the mile. With these facts, it seems tr.) me that the 
problem of reaching Eagh^ Bridge, npmi a ilesirable grafliont in 
approaching the Hoosac Tunnel, is solved. I have the honor to be 
tho President of the Railroad Company known as the Saratoga, 
Schuylerville, & Hoosjac Tunnel Railroad Ct)nipaiiy. As a beginning 
we propose to build to a point in Wjishington County, immeiliately 
east of Saratoga, known as Union Village. At that i)oint is a rood 
running south to the Troy anfl Boston roa<l ut Johnsonville, and 
it is eighteen miles from Saratoga to Union Villag=5 or Greenwich. 
When we have eighteen miles of road built w<j can run a car from 
Saratoga Springs to the moutli of thc^ Hoos:ie Tuiiael without any 
difficulty. But the Grconwich and Johnsonville n)ad is only a1>out 
four miles on the rout<; that 1 should n'eomnu'iid for theBoKt<^nix)ad. 
Passing s(mthH;ast froiu Grocnwieh thni! or fum- miles, then y«m 
turn and build diroclly to Eagh^ Bi iilgc, so tlmt by the eonstruetion 
of a roiul eighteen miles, from Saiatoga to (ir*;iuwicli and six miles 
beyond Greenwich which would be iwcnty-four miles of railroa<l to 
be construct ted, gives us a direct line from Saratoga to Eagle Bridgi.*, 
jind of course there wo strike th<i Troy and Boston rojwl, which is 
the route of all roads coming *fiom the mouth of the tunnel wc*3t, 
and making the distance from SanitogJi to Eagle Bii<lge twenty-<»ight 
miles. I think it can be shortened to twenty-six mih;s. I have 
expenmentcMl at considerable expense in the selection of a routo from 
Saratoga to tln' Iliulson Kiver Valley. I have examined all the 
erossinjjrs of the Hudson lliver from Troy to a Ti<»int three miles dire<^t 
north of Saratogji, :ind it is utterly im]>ossil)l(^ to er<:ss th:it valley at 
any other point tlum n«:ir Sehnylervilie, a ]ioint faiiionn in our histori- 
cal .t^iinals by the s\nrend«r ot Huricoyne, ihcmurl ruiinin'ji; through 
some of his old earthworks t.li:it still remiin. It. is utterly impossible 
to cross the Hudson VaUey at a gradient t)f 1» ss than ninety feet 
to the ndle from east to w<.'.st, or west to «'ast itxcept at that puint^ 
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and I have a profile of the road which admits of the passage of the 
Hudson upon a " high bridge," and I use the language which my 
friend Mr. Derby may have forgotton, it having been nearly a year 
ago that he dictated it. He suggested that we cross the Hudson 
River, in some correspondence I had with him, "upon abridge which 
would be of sufficient elevation to be out of reach of enlarged ship 
canals running between the Hudson Hiver tide water and Lake 
Champlain," and we can cross the river at that point fifty feet above 
the water, and without very great expense, and have an excellent 
rock foundation for the piers of the bridge, and we approach the bridge 
at a grade of foi*ty-five feet, and at about $10,000 a mile for three or 
four miles we can reduce that grade nearly ten feet, to thirty-five 
feet, but it was satisfactory, and I told my engineer if he would place 
the grade at forty-five feet it would be acceptable to us. I have a 
word to say for the benefit of goTitlemen who are of the opinion that 
Ballfiton — that the route by Ballston is in any ways practicable, and 
Mr. Comstock seems to understand the topography of the county, 
because he speaks of going around the south or south end of 
Saratoga Lake. The trouble is that in passing between Ballston 
and the south end of the lake, to the river, the moment you reach 
the south end of the lake you come into low marshy ground. The 
country between the lake and the liver is very high undulating slate 
knolls, and these running from north to south would involve very 
expensive excavations and fillings, and you would strike the liver, 
where the banks are precipitous on both sides, and utterly impos- 
sible of jiassage by any engineering, that is, within the limits of the 
expense conteiuplated by this route. There is but one point, and 
that is at or near the mouth of Batten Kill, a stream which runs 
from Vermont to Washington County, and empties into the Hudson 
River at SchuylervilJe. "We go down on one side of the valley of 
the outlet of the Saratoga Lake, and ascend on the other side of 
the valley of the Batten Kill, and in that v/ay we secure the eligible 
grade. We ai'c asked why we can not go up at the mouth of the 
Hoosju'? The descent of the Hoosac River down to the Hudson is so 
precipitous that the Troy and Boston road running from Troy, 
taking the elevation from Hoosac Stret^t in the city of Troy, to 
Schaighticoke, the average gradient is forty-nine feet to the mile, 
but the actual gradient, and that roeid has boon running fifteen or 
twenty years, is eighty-seven feet to the mile over many sections* 
and these valleys cannot ha filled or closed in any practical manner. 
Now to show you the elevation from the mouth of the Hoosac 
River to Schaighticoke, the distance is a little over four miles. The 
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Troy and Boston road has twelve miles to overcome this grade and thoy 
have a gradient of eighty feet to the mile over many soctions. 
But to go up in four miles it is imx>08si1)le to get a gradient under 
ninety or one hundred foot to the mile. In looking upon the 
mape you see the road at Ballston approach a point farthest wc^ ; 
you look at it and see that it runs to tlie river above Troy, it is not 
exactly correct there. The natural inference is that there is only a 
little link of a few miles to be connected, but in connecting that link 
you have to overcome a gradient of one hundred feet, which would 
render a freighting road impracticable. In the road running from 
Kingsboro to Saratoga, and from Saratoga across the Hudson Valley 
at Schuylcrville, and from thence to Eagle Bridge, we have a route 
by actual survey that admits of no gradient to exceed forty-tivo 
foet to the mile, and I think that is within the limits of any freight- 
ing road that can be built from the west to the oast that passes the 
Hudson Valley, for it is well known that the road from Troy to 
Eagle Bridge encounters a grade of over eighty foot to the mile 
from the West to the East, and can not draw over ten cars loaded 
with grain by a single engine. 

By the Clmirnmn — We claim to take fil'tren. 

By Mr. Batchellor — I stand corr(M'ti»d. I havo boon informed by 
a steam engim-.er who runs an engine on the Albany and Boston 
route, that thoy seldom, in th<} 8i>nng or fall, or when the track is 
damp, take more than ten loaded cars up at a tiuic, and osp<Jcially 
up the Wa8hingt<m sniinuit, and by tho Rutland nmtt* those difficul- 
ties are encounter<.»d, and thow^ an; the only two routes by which y^ou 
can approach Boston. You must go through the tunnel, and you don't 
wish to destroy the groat motive which hjis prompted Massachusetts 
to build that tunnel by (?ncountoring a gradient this sidti of the 
mountain, which would dojitroy aU the benefits dcrrived from the 
tunnel itself, and, thcroforo, I say if we will bo practical, if we will 
look it in the face as the engineering obstacles pros<jnt thomselvcs 
and its advantages, we must cross the Hudsim valley at a point 
where we can secure a grarlifait at forty-five f(?ct to the mile, and 
much better it wo can reduce it to thirty. To capatalist.s who con- 
struct, tho first question will bo, What will bo your gradiout ? 
1 think Porthiud an«l l^oston arc; in conflict in this matter. That 
Boston will never advance a dollar of capital or n»ooninn;nd to 
foreign capitalists for tht; construction oi' tho Portland roml, and, 
theroforcs Portland must secure tlu' <;onstruciion of its road by iis 
own reaourc(5S or wjcuro foreign resources by its own effort*^ and it 
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must of necessity coine by Glen's Falls and by Boonevillc, and 
wliothor it empties its western terminus in at these harbors 
which nature has provithnl ut)rth and east of Oswego, or whether it 
terminates in Oswego, is matter to bo tletiTminod when that 
company build that road. With that matter we have nothing to 
do, wt; deal with an interest that proposes to build a road to Boston 
through the tunnel, and we must take the sliortest distamjes and the 
b<?st gradient. When we lot)k at fifty ndles of the road already 
constructed from this town, with elegant dt*pot«, when I present to 
you eighteen miles of it in another yeiir ah-ea<ly constructed from 
Saratoga east, and when we have the little link to be filled up, and 
largely aided by local *jntcrprise, the city of Rome brought in with 
its capitalists and enterprise, towns fille<l with citizens and wealth, 
instead of going to the mountains, I think the route? suggested by 
the gentleman who repres(;nted Rome, the route known as the Sara- 
toga & Rome Midland route will be regarded as the most available, 
and the most exx)cdient of any that have been yet suggested. 
I hope my friends from Boonevillc, and I hope my friend 
who so forcibly, not with many words but with earnest and 
characteristic zoal in a manner which was as well understood as 
though his speech had been an hour long, prestjntcd the merits of the 
harbor at the North, I hope they will take no offense in what I 
say — for 1 am here to advocate the Boston and Oswc^go route — when I 
say that it seems to me that Oswego must, of necessity, for the time 
being be considered as the western terminus of this road, because 
it has its harbor already equal to its present emergencies, and con- 
tributions from the goverument to quadruple its advantages, and it 
has its enterj)rise now under foot by the Midland road, and other 
roads terminating hero, to construct on the other side an additional 
harbor, and, if it shall be found in the future that they are not 
equal to the demands of trade, how easy it will be when this road 
shall become a great established line to extend one of its branches, 
grasping for the commerce of the West, to any other of these har- 
bors west or north. But for the time being Oswego presents the 
docks, and it has the water uower, and it has a city already con- 
structed, and it has granaries and elevatoi-s which cost immenio 
sums of money. Nature may have provided a harbor, but God 
makes a harbor uiid man forms the town. Tlie enterjmse of Oswego 
has created the elevators and the means of unloading this grain, 
and the parties who construct this railroad will not have to build 
them in the future. Wcistern Euioj)e wants flour already ground ; 
it wants its prepared wheat, and look at your mills. What have wo 
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beheld to-day ? The most magnificent facilities tor the convoi'sion 
of grain into flour, and its adaptibility into the various uses, that 
exist in the United States. As I understand it the milling fu«ulitios 
to-day exc(H3d that of any single city in the United 8tat(«. 
(Applause.) This eainiot be constructed in a day ! Euroiie wants 
flour in bulk and ground ready to eat. It don't want grain shii>i)ed 
in bulk to be taken there when their water ikjwoih arc fully 
taxed in the mauufac^ture of cottons and various fabrics. It wants 
Oswego to grind and prepare it in various forms, and its starch 
in its various forms, so that it may be shipped in barrels, and iu 
quantity ready for consumption iu the East and in Kurox»e, and 
Oswogo is prepared to suj)ply such a demand. Then^fore, it seisms 
hanlly rehwant on so serious a subject as this to debate whether this 
road, which is not yet laid out, shall terminate at some other point 
than the great and prosperous city in which wv. now hold tliis con- 
vention ; and, on the other hand Boston looks, of course, at great 
natural advantages. It looks at the harbors north and west of us, 
and it is not unmindful of the very able presentation of the claims 
of Watertowu and Bhick Iliver, but in looking at this <iut«tion wc 
must remember that by going to Wattjrtown we go to Portland, and 
must take the Booncville route, and wh<ai we get to Wat^^rtown 
we have got our elovatoi*s to build, and build a canal from the lake to 
Watertown, and, therefore, the water ijower existing at Watertown is 
not to be compared with the water power at Oswtjgo, because the 
water power hero is on the border of the lake, and there it is several 
miles away, and the hwilities for grinding and preparing the giiiin 
here exist. Li^t us tak(> the evtm country from the south end of 
Ontiida Lake; Ut liome after taking advantage of t\w forty miles 
already existing indcipendent of any other necessities : let us take 
them in a line and pass through a country that is settled. Mr. 
Derby says Boston don't propose to iisk their leftislatur.- to give all 
this money. Tlitsy will give us the finishing touches and put the 
great engine in force. Are we to get these benefits ? In New York 
we luive the town bonding law, and wlum we bond towns we must 
look at their facilities for bonding. After you strike beyond Uoone- 
ville you strike into the mountains. Yon go into Hiimilitm County, 
and the non-iesident taxes whicli Hamilton takes to i)ay l»onnty df-bt 
and other claims, have iniposcid a tax of nearly sixty c.^uts an acre 
upim the wild land of Hamilton County, and there ar.» very few 
here willing to pjiy more than a dollar an acre for the entire tract. 
There are but two or three towns in Hamilton County that have 
hardly any inhabitants. When you strike into Fulton County you 
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not (jxcrcflnii jiinount iKM-f^sary i > l>ail(l:i inilrof the roa-l. (jr'jv(;r- 
nor Clafliu has a fcaniiery on this r(Miti> su<^«2:t5st<^d by ^r. Couistock, 
and if he know our road wjus goini^ throiij^h his immediate vicinity 
hia powerful aid would bo brought not only as a public man, but 
his private interests would be brought to bear with eastern capitalists 
in favor of this route. Mr. Comstock ha» not exaggerated the 
enterprise of Gloversville. It has the largest glove and mitten factory 
in the world. It hiis immense wealth and capital, and they have a 
road running to Fonda which they have built at their own expense, 
and they are anxious to be placed upon the line of an eastern and 
western road, and I believe they would bond and furnish sufficient 
means to organize and grade it through their own town. The lead- 
ing citizens there I have talked with,and they say they are willing to 
put their hands into their pockets. Of the Saratoga route the money 
is already raised to build the road from Saratoga, with its connection 
with the road at Green wich4nWa3hingtonCounty. We must not loose, 
sight of 50 mih^s of road on this end ; of the bonds, scattered all along 
which may be furnished to help to grade and furnish this road ; nor 
the 18 miles of road which I am engaged in constructing at the 
other end. I throw no obstacles in the way of theBooneville route 
but the gentlemen must bo frank enough to acknowledge thoy have 
all attended the Portland meetings and have advocated the con- 
struction of a road from Oswogo on the lakes to Portland, that 
would come upon their line. They can not have both routes. The 
two routes are in conflict. They can not ask Boston to build their 
road on the lino of the Portland road. I have had interests in the 
Sacandaga valley that would bo benefitted by the Portland road, 
but to go over these elevations, fiftedn or eighteen hundred feet, is 
simply out of the question, and to do it, you must go 20 or 30 miles 
north of what would be the most direct and foasable route. Thi«r 
thing should not assume a bickering and quarrelling form. Let us 
adopt some measures to-night or to-morrow, before this Convention 
adjourns, to practicably test the speculations that have been enter- 
tainod here to-night, because we know if there is a foasable route 
to bo found, that that road is to be built, and we know the great 
oommcroe of the West, which concentrates hero at Oswego, is not 
only to have an outlet to the South, but it is going to find an 
outlet to the East, and Boston is going to extend its arms to reach 
it, and whether it runs through this town or that, it seems to mo 
the sections lying intoriuediato should put their shoulders to the 
wheel and say to the enterprise, ** We give you God speed," because 
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it is a magnificoiit oiitorpriso, the laying of one track will be only 
the b()«j^uiniig. The (joiiinicrc«^ yet to pass over this road will 
astonish and c>xccod the highest dreams of its most earnest and zeal- 
ous advocate's. 

Mr. Bkxtley, of liooiiovillt/, was i^alled out. 

Mr. Chairnirtn— I had not when I ojimc here to-night any exjico- 
tation of addressing tliis mooting. I thoiild not have been called 
upon on behalf of our town, or interest* of our locality to address 
this meeting. Wo came hero to attoiid a nioctiug which we under- 
stood to be gotten up in the intenvstd of connecting the great lakes 
with the harbor of Boston. Wliother it should be by a route through 
Boonevillo or Rome ^e carcnl not. Wo did not understand that 
this mooting was to dfstermine what rout-e or feelingly discuss what 
route, but to favor tho groat project of connecting the lakes with 
the Boston harbor. It is better, it strikes mo Mr. Chairman, as a 
member of thitj Convention, thnt somoihing bo done to organize a 
company. Lot surveys ])o, made. Lot the claims of each locality 
be fairly uiidorstoo*!. Lot thorn bo undorstoo<l by a practical survey, 
and then detorniino uiidorstandiiig]y and knowingly where your 
route will bo ; that which is thr slioitcst, the most direct and the 
cheapest route. I wtis tlH^roforo somewhat siirpiised when I came 
in here, knowing for the last thrc^o or four y«Mirs this lino had been 
under consideration, and, that iluiiug all that time from Boston te 
Oswego, Boonovilh^ was oiu^ of tlie objective points. I came 
into this court room to-day, auil I looked for Boonevillo upon the 
map; I could'nt find it until by the aid of s<.)ino fri(mds, I found, if 
the gontlomou will have thc^ kindness to look about the centre of 
the map, way up almost under the tacks that glisten on the top, a 
littlo rwl spot, no letters so small as those indicating Btwneville. Sir 
^t struck me that this map was gotb?u up in the interests of some 

loealitv. Now, that Boonevillo should be placed there and this line 

- ... » 

drawn through it is very i)roper, no doubt, if railroads run in 

straiglit linos without retV-renoe to tlie geography and the topo- 
graphy of the c(»untry. If railroads are to be laid down on a ilat 
piece uf ]>apor and maps constructed ar >und them, those who got 
ui) this have cn-atrd a success: but, if lliey are to bo constructed 
in accordaneo with thc^ topograjihy of the country, then have sur- 
veys inatlo, li:i\e lueariiires ti'.kou, and levels taken, and then 3'ou will 
understand where the toad will conic. B y the exjjlanations of the 
gentleman from Kc»mo, and of tlu? gentleman who has just preceded 
me, and who has paid your city a high compliment, and well 
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deserved, and who has extended the right hand of fellowship from 
this city to the city of Boston, and its harbor, who has presided 
temporarily over our deliberations, I thank him on behalf of Boone- 
ville for what he has said about Booueville, but, ho speaks of us as 
pledged to the Portland interest. Thei'e he counts without his host. 
We arc pledged to the railroad ; we care not whether its eastern 
terminus be Portland or Boston ; its western terminus bo Oswego, 
or Henderson Harbor, or Watertown, but, some great thoroughfare 
connecting the Now England States with the lakes at Oswego, 
realizing thereby the great commercial desideratum which is to bo 
looked for. They have paid us compliments, and we can pay them 
compliments, but they are not profitable here ; but, allow me to call 
attention in favor of the BooneviUe route to one fact in which they 
both concur, that starting from Ballston or Saratoga they go 
northerly of the llue indicated as the dot line, and at one point, at 
least, as I understood Mr. Comstock to say, it was on the elevation 
and in the locality that the BooneviUe proposed route runs. Allow 
me to say that the BooneviUe line does not run within twenty miles 
of Piseco Lake. The Boston line through BooneviUe does not run 
within twenty miles of Piseco Lake. It does not run within ten 
miles of Hamilton County. It is on the elevation Mr. Comstock 
mentioned, and which Gen. Batcheller mentioned. Why, I would 
ask, after having realized that elevation, drop down out of the way 
to Home, drop down into the Mohawk Valley ? That valley which 
is now so broadly occupied by the New York Central & Hudson 
River Railroad Company, the largest monopoly in the world. That 
company which will absorb with its capital of sixty-five millions of 
dollai's, the interests that are talked of here to-night if you come in 
contact with them Going down into the Mohawk Valley, as you 
must necessarily do to follow the line as iudiuated by them ; but, I 
did not desire, sir, upon this occasion to express any decided pre- 
ference for the one route or the other. Ajs I understood at our meet- 
ing this morning, a committee was appointed, who was to form and 
present to this Convention resolutions or topics which was to be 
discussed by the members of this Convention, and, although it is not 
out of place nor improper to have routcjs talked about here, I would 
call for that committee to report and to see them lay before the 
Convention some organized plan whrit we are to disc^uss, and the 
moans that are to be realized by this Convention. Establish your 
company, determine to connect Oswego and Boston, and then let 
your company go on with its engineers and locate a route which 
shall bo the shortest, and cheapest, and the most feasible ; whether 
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it strikes Booneville or Rome makes no difft;rcuco to the ^rest in- 
terests at stake. Tbey un* entirely secondary, as was well remarked 
by our distinguisbed triend from Saratoga, who jircsidcd tompoiarily 
over the delil}eratioii3 of this Convention this morning; rentes, 
local interests, all ouglit to he kept in the back ground until the 
great fact shnll be determined that a mamage ex>romony so bap^nly 
intimated by the chairman of this Convention this afternoon^ in his 
distinguished address, shall have been determined upon, and that 
Boston and Oswego should join hands in that ceremony ; then let 
them mark out the route ; and, right here permit me to say that I 
should be glad to hear some gc>ntlemen from Oswego express their 
sentiments in this informal meeting this evening upon the subject 
of the routes. (Applause ) 

The Chairman htTC called upon the Hon. Gerrtt Smith, 
who declined, on account of the lateness of the liour. Mr. 
Smith, however, was insisted upon, and addressed the 
Convention as follows : 

Mr, Chairman, — It was my good fortune to be in this city a 3'car 
or two age, when g(mtlemen from Portland vLsit(?d it. I was glad 
to meet with them, and glad to exchange thoughts with them. I 
came to this city at this time to meet and exchange thoughts with 
the gentlemen from Boston. 

Oswego is a stranger both to Boston and Portland. Boston and 
Portland are strangers to OswegQ. The only cjistem coininenial 
alliance that Oswi'go li;is is New York. I was very glad, sir, 
to hear you, Mr. Chairman, say to-day that you desired an alli- 
ance between Oswego and Boston, and that the alliance should 
be so intimate as to deserve the nanie of mamage. I should Iw 
happy to s<;e Oswego married both to Portland and Boston, as well 
as New York, and tlieu she would have but three husbands, and in 
these days of free lovo and Moiinanism three husbands cannot be 
called an immoderate supply. I say in these days of free love and 
Monuonism three husbands cannot be called an iininodorate supply. 
Oswego t^aiders her bridal hand to Boston, and ^he promises if 
Bost-on "will accept it to love it more thtiii she loves any other of her 
husbands, proviiled only she can make more r)ut of lioston than her 
other husbands. Oswego does not claim to be a disinterested town. 
I hope she does not. She admits that she is mercenary. She a<lniits 
that she is in tlu; market for the highest bid. If Boston, with her 
wealth, with her great enterprise, and with all those merits that 
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went to make up your glowing eulogy, taken away to-day, and no 
more glowing than truthful, and if Hoosac Tunnel can make herself 
more attractive to Oswego than Portland, with her deep capacious 
harbor, or New York, with her vast comiuercril advantages, it 
is very well ; then Boston will have the highest place in the estimate 
of Oswego, the first place among her husbands. Now, what more 
can I say at this point ? Perhaps nothing more. 1 will pass on. 

That Now York, Montreal, Portland, and lioston will wage a very 
shMrp competition for the richest commerci-il piize on the whole 
earth. What is that prize ? It is the surplus from this great West. 
How brief, in comparison, with the immense volume of that surplus 
produce are the granaries of the Black Sea, and the old granaries of 
old Egypt? I believe, sir, that the great bulk of this produce— this 
surplus produce of the great West — will find its way to the foot of 
Lake Ontario. Some part of it will take other directions, will go 
to New Orleans, to Baltimore, to Norfolk, Chariest own and so on. 
A part of it, a small part of it I think will come by rail, the vast 
proportion will come by water. I know it has come to be believed 
by many, intelligent men too, that railroads will supercede navigation 
everywhere. I am not amongst those, I can not so think. They fancy 
that our Lake Ontario, though coupled with Lake Erie by a spacious 
connection, will not suffice. Railroads will still surpass it. Not 
long ago I was conversing with Horace Greeley about the practic- 
ability of irrigation in Colorado, whore you know, sir, he has a town 
named after him. He was charmed with irrigation, and he said to 
me, of course somewhat jocosely, **rain is found to be a blunder, 
irrigation ie so superior," and some of these gentlemen look upon 
Lake Erie and Lake Ontario as a blunder. I think they are eo 
blunder. I think no railroad can comcj into successful competition 
with that long line of natural na^'igation. Of course I don't sup- 
pose all this to take placr* unless there shall be a better and sufficient 
spacious connection between Lake Erie and Lake Ontario, and of 
course, not imtil these contemplated roads from the East shall be 
made. You can tell better than w(j can when these roads will bo 
made, for we shall have to depend largely ui)on Boston to have 
them made. Wo can promise in turn that tliis connection bet we. n 
Lake Erie and Lake Ontario will be completed no doubt within two 
years. I think, sir, the important point to be setth.d in this con- 
nection on this occasion is where is the pivcise point at the foot of 
the lake where the surplus produce will be collected i Is it Fair 
Haven ? Fair Haven is a beautiful, spacious, safe harbor, and, being 
such, wharfage in that harbor will be cheap, much cheaper than it 
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is now here. Will it be Henderson Harbor ? Henderson Harbor is 
also, as has been said this evening, a large, spacious, natural, safe 
harbor. Will it be there ? There, too, wharfage will be very cbeap, 
much cheaper than here now. Will it be Oswego ? I think it will 
be Oswego, and I will mention a reason or two why I think it will 
be Oswego. In the iii-st place the distance from the East to Oswego 
is but about the same as to Fair Haven and to Henderson. Perhaps 
half-a-dozen miles less than to Fair Haven, and perhaps half-a-dozen 
miles more than to Henderson. This is a small advantage that 
Henderson would have over Oswego, and certainly far more than 
balanced by the fact that Oswego is forty miles nearer tho ^reat 
West with its surplus produce than Henderson liarbor is. Although 
Oswego harbor is mainly an artificial one, it is with tho help of the 
government, and with other help that we anticipate, to be a large 
and safe harbor: a harbor easy to both entriinco and exit^ The 
government has lately begun the groat wharf referred to, and will 
no doubt prosecute it as iar as we shall need the work. Then the 
Midland Company will build, probably, as much more harbor on tho 
East side of the river as the government will afford us. So wo shall 
not lack harbor in Oswego. I pass on to one more reason that has 
been dwelt upon this evening, and it is (in imx)ortant one in favor 
of Oswego. There is here already a considerable city ; a growing 
city. Hero will be in a very few years fifty to a hundred thousand 
people. WeU, it may be said that making Henderson harbor this 
tenninus will help Henderson harbor. It will. Making Fair Haven 
harbor it? tenninus will help it. It will. This would not make a 
considerable city, if a city at all of either Fair Haven or H«»nder8on. 
It may bo as asked what does Boston need of a great city at the 
point where she shall r(»coive her surplus produce? I answer, she 
needs the low prices which the comi)etition of a great city never 
fails to beget. That is what she needs. Here, as has been said, are 
many strings to tho bow of Oswego. Oswego has this unsurpassed 
water power, unsurpassed not in volume, but sufficient in volume, 
but unsurpassed for facilities in putting it to an advuntageous use, 
and here are commodities which will servo for up froiirhts, salt and 
coal, and that can not bo affinnod of Ileinlerson harbor, and cer- 
tainly not to a groat extent of Fair Haven. I noo<l not dwell on 
this point any furthor. I will close, siyinp, that we are glad to 
find Boston gentlemon interested in tliis. To find them favoring 
the termination of their road at Oswego. We hope to see you afid 
others, sir, here frequently. We hope to see you here to share in our 
trade and our friendship. We hope to see you here to acknowledge 
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our healthful and boautiful city, and should any of you be taken 
sick, and you may be, such a thing is possible in this world, here is 
our newly discovered spring, which is a cure all. (Applause.) And 
then our friend Mr. Doolittlo is building a splendid hotel over that 
spring, and he will furnish you with luxurious apartments in that 
hotel, provided, always, that private hospitality here will suffer you 
to go to a hotel. (Applause.) 

Mr. Litttlejohn was loudly called for, and the President 
desired him to take the stand. Mr. Littlejohn said that 
inasmuch as it was late, he would give way to his friend, 
Hon. John O'Donnell, of Lewis County, who had for six 
years l)een a Senator of the State, and whom the Conven- 
tion would be very glad to hear. 

Hon. John 0*Doknkll spoke as follows : 

Mr. Chairman — With your permission I will talk for about three 
minutes where I am sttindiiig. I confess, Mr. Chairman, when I 
listened to Boston through the Chairman, to-day, that I was sur- 
prised. Accidentally I was in this vicinity, and I camo to the meeting. 
I was glad to hear from Massachusetts. I love that State, because 
it is a State of enterprise. New York has had to learn from 
the State of Massachusetts. When Massachusetts speaks of her 
noble appropriations to build railroads, she speaks to her credit, and 
history will record it, and history will record soiiiotliing else. I fear 
for the State of New York, when we are playing second fiddle to the 
State of Massachusetts. Look at the noble appropriations of the 
State of Massachusetts, to build railroads. I want to give the 
President one fact to carry back to Massachusetts. Think of the 
State of New York with corporate capital untaxed, more than the 
entire assessment roll of real estate and personal property, and corpo- 
rate tax, corporate tjix untaxed, and yet unwilling to aid a great 
State enterprise, through a State when the neighboring State is 
taking away hor commerce. I came here, to-day, prejudiced against 
Oswego as the objective point of this railroad, and I have been 
converted since I have been here. Since I have travelled over 
this beautiful city, and I have looked at its magnificent water 
privilege and its thrift, and seen the enterprise of its citizens, I con- 
fess I am converted ; ond yet I live at the terminus of the Black 
Biver & Utica R. R. I want to say a word for Booneville, and I 
don't want to say a word to disparge others ; but, I want to say this 
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word to Massachusetts. That BooncWUe is the other pohii^'iio 
point south, not alousr in tlio Mohawk Vallo}', not down, hundreds 
of feet, where you conic in eouipotition with a groat mammoth 
Corporation that absorbs this State and all it^ entcrprifics. Boone- 
ville is the point. "When you n»!ich Booneville, all the argu- 
ments used in favor of the route? so far as the Midland road i« con- 
structed, applies. At B(K)novillr: you Htrike n iioint that 
has already a railroad ri'a(*hing to harbors bolow Osweg ■. 
Oonce<lo all that is cl-.iimed for Oswego, yet then? arc harbors below. 
There is the harbor of Ogdensburg. The rsiilroad from Boonovillc 
leads directlv to Ogd»msburaf. Th<»n eome.^ Clayton. The friends in 
Clayton ai-e building a branch to the roa<l now being constructed to 
Morristown from Lowville. Tliere you have Ogdensburg and Clay- 
ton making two, then you eonic to Sackets Harbor and Henderson, 
which are four ; then you conn* to Osw.'go — and here you 
have five harbors thai will contribute to the frtnght of this road 
if it strikes Booneville. Suppose it doi*s not strike Boonevillc. Sup- 
pose, to change, as has been stat»Ki hm*, that it is tht; Portland road. 
What then ? If Clayton is all that the friends of these points claim, 
what then Iw^conies of the Boston teriuini \ If Henderson Harbor 
is the finest harbor ui>on this hike, thru roninierce and Portland 
reaches that harbor and Boston d<K»s not reach it, but rctiches Oswego, 
what will be doiK* with the gn^at through road V If Boston strikes 
Boone vilh; and goos din-ctly to Oswt^go, I want to say a word 
about L;>wis County. A nionibi»r from S.iratoga spoke of the woods 
of Hamilton and Fulton, and, without disparaging the country 
through which the pjrlioii of the road is aln.-ady built, which be 
si>0'.iks of, 1 say to hini that a railroad through the wildeniestfi of 
Fulton and Hamilton, Iho woodlands art' worth more to-day than 
the cultivated lands. If th»? railroiwl go«'S through the timber land 
they are worth more jM'r acre than the cultivated land of many 
portions of Saratoga County. If you conic* to Booneville and go 
through to AVatertown, you will go through the finest wction of the 
State of Xew Y(»rk, without any f»xtMi)tion. Take the best lands in 
Oswego and down tlu< Mohawk, and go into Herkinu»r County, .and 
vou hav»' no bettrT iariuing land tlian we have from Boonevilh' to 
Ijake Ontario. Do y<»u rfiiieiiilx-r w»' have takon th(» prdminm in 
Lewis Ct)unty,at Stat«' Fairs, I'or veal's, u]M)n chcfM' 'i One year upon 
butter, and one year upon wheat? And that is thi' section through 
which this roiid from Boston to Lakt? Oiitarit) will pass. Boston 
ean stiike Booneville and then go on to Oswego, and we will take 
c re of the balance of the n)ad. i proinist* you this, knowing the 
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road bnilt from Bouueville to thu lake. We say we will build that, 
road and you may go on tij Ogwego. It ia a hratitiful route. 

HoK. D. 0. LiTTLB-ioHN lieiiig oiillwl for, cuiiii^ forward 
iind Hpokc ill favor of the eiitorprisc, showing jilsiiiily ami 
conclusively that OMWogi* Iiarlior preseiitol better I'acilitieH 
than any other port on Lake Ontaiio tor the terminus of 
thin great line. 

We regret that we are nimble to fiiniiiih a complete 
rvpurt of Mr. Littlejohn'w reinnrks, ns, for some reason, the 
stenographic reporter whh not present during its delivery. 

On motion, the Convention adjourned to lUi o'clock, 
to-mono w morning. 

THURSUAVS HEH8I0N. 

Piirrtuarit to adjourumeut, the Convention wan calh'd to 
order by the President at 10! a, si., who callcil Mr. Bentley, 
i)f Boouville to the Chair. 

An interesting papei', i>rep!ii>;d l»y P^dward F. -Johnnon, 
('. E., upon the suliject of railroails, was read by Hon. D. 
(i. P'.irt. 

The same gentleman ulso read the following [lain-r from 
Mr. E. T. IIor.iH, of Wewt- L.-yden, Lewis comiry. ndvo- 
(;ating the Boimville line. 

Wm-i- Leydea", N. Y.. Juno 12. 1871. 

Hon. D. G. Fort,'D«;Lr Sir,- It is with dwtp regr.t I am oiiligcil 
to any that illneaa will prevent my atteiidaui« iit tin; (Joiivoutiun to 
bit held lit Oawogo, on tlic 14t)i. Dueiuing itn iil^e(;t of tlio highi-et 
iuilHDrtuucti, I must bug loiivc to offer u lew enn-ddeiiilious ua to the 
cboioe uf route from thii lake ut Ofiwiio to thii TLKMMe Timiii'l. 

There are tw.> rout.a who* lujritturolikoly tube iniwt thurouirhly 
viinvASsed tln'm and Ui tliosi' I hIiuJI give my ;itt<>iitii>]i. 

OiU! of thc.i! runs through thi! !«mth-f:uileni piirt of Uiiw>-go and 
liiiUtrnl part of Onciil]| uouutii'!', ooar Ihi: noi-tlt ahuie of tiii' ()ncid:i 
lake to Roui.-, tlicuco through Floyd i»id Trenton, ,-i-ossi)i" West 
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Canada Creek at or near Trenton Falls into the town of Busaia and 
through Norway near Salisbury, Herkimer county, where it will 
meet the Salmon River route hereafter referred to. On this Oneida 
Lake route another line would lead from near the north-easterly 
extremity of the lake, through Lee and Westemville, through Steu- 
ben, Trenton, Bussia, and Norway as before. These two lines* 
though they will be advocated by different persons in the interest of 
their several localities, are substantially one route, ^^ill pass through 
the same section, be of the same general character, and encounter 
the same obstacles ; and are nearly identical with the survey made 
in 1864 for the Troy and Oswego B. B. Co. From Lake Ontario— 
until they rise from the valley of the Mohawk — they run through a 
generally level country ; well settled, cultivated and fertile ; where 
timber and fuel are scarce uud high, lands valuable, aud where there 
are already more facilities for communication by railroad than in 
any other section ot Central New fork. When either of these lines 
leaves the vaUey of the Mohawk to overcome the elevation toward 
West Canada Ci'cek at or near Trenton, high hills, broken lands, 
and deep ravines are to be encountered, the streams to be crossod are 
in deep gorges, and all these difficulties are heightened as the lime- 
stone region about Trenton Falls is reached, until they become well 
nigh insurmountable, and so continue by which ever line is taken, 
through the limestone hill region of Bussia and Norway, until they 
reach Spruce Creek in the western part of the town of Salisbury, 
where they meet the SalDion Biver and Boonville line. 

The other route reterred to lies from the lake at Oswogo to Salmon 
Biver, at or above Bi<ihland Station, thence up the valley of that 
river by entirely easy grades and substantially a direct line to ne:tr 
the head of that stream in the south-western part of the town of 
Lewis, Le^vis county. This valley is the only place where the " back 
bone" or high ndge lying east of Like Ontario is cut into from the 
west, between Oneida Lake on the south and Black Biver on the 
north ; but this valley divides it practically into two parts, the land 
on either side within a few miles being 300 to 500 feet higher than 
the vallev. From where the line If^aves Salmon Biver, it continues 
in the same direction across Fish Creek, there being no high lands 
between the two streams, reaching the table lands at the eastern 
bank of Fish Creek by easy and uniform grade, tlicnce })y those tabic 
lands, and a nearly hivel route in the same direction, crossing the 
head waters of the Mohawk at or near W^est Leyden, and thence 
down the valley of a small stream (which reaches within half a mile 
of the Mohawk and with but a slight elevation of land between theiu) 
to Booneville, thence bearing more south-easterly, and leaving the 
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Talley of Black River to the north-east, and the hills and deep 
rayines of the Mohawk and Lansing Kill to the south-west — ^passing 
near Alden Creole, through the northerly part of the present town of 
Bemseh, without going into the immediate valley of Black Biver, — 
across West Canada Creek near Bousefield^s bridge ten or twelve 

liles above Trenton Falls, — through the south-westerly part of the 
town of Ohio and the north-easterly comer of Norway, up the valley 
of Black Creek fon lower and by far more level ground than the 
southern lines,) through the depression between that valley and the 
valley of Spruce Creek, and down the valley of that stream into the 
town of Salisbury six or eight miles north-westerly of Salisbury 
Comers, where it will meet the lines of the southern route as before 
stated. There are no high lands to be crossed between Booneville 
and this point of the junction, the extreme variations of level being 
not more than 150 to 200 feet, and the distance from 30 to 35 miles. 

From a long and intimate acquaintance with the whole country 
through which these routes run, I beheve a thorough examination 
and survey will establish the following facts in favor of the route by 
Boonville and Salmon Biver, over either of the lines of the southern 
route ; 

That it is practically ten miles shorter ; 

That its highest point, about four miles east of Fish Creek is not 
100 feet, if it is any, higher than the highest point on the other route 
in the town of Bussia or Norway ; 

That the total rise and fall is 600 feet less than on either line of the 
southern route— owing to the broken and hilly character of the 
country through which the southern lines pass in eastern Oneida and 
western Herkimer counties ; 

That the up grades, going east, are all in an easy, uniform stretch 
near the lake, and not in short, sharp pitches at a distanco &om the 
terminus, as on either line of the Southern route ; 

That these grades in the Salmon Biver valley are easier and more 
uniform, not nearly so steep as the grades east of the Mohawk valley 
on either of the other lines ; 

That the cuttings, fillings, bridges, and other engineering difficul- 
ties to be encountered will not be one-half as many or expensive by 
Salmon river and Boonville as by either line of the other route. I 
do not know of a place between the lake and the point of junction 
where there is a foot of rock to be cut on this route ; 

That the right of way will be much cheaper, timber .for bridges 
and ties and fuel, being abundant, will cost much less ; the country 
to be opened up is one which will be greatly benefitted, where tim- 
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ber, waterpowcr, and all the elciuonte of improvements are abundant 
and only wait to bo used : 

That the road can be operated the year round for much loss money 
on this route, even it wen* as long as the other. 

It is true that a portion of the line in Oswego and Lewis eountie« 
lies at a higher elevation than the corresponding miles on the south- 
ern route, and that more snow fulls in the winter. For nine-tenths 
of this distaijce it lies in sheltered valleya and through wood lands, 
where it is far l«^ss exposed to the winds than the open country of 
the south. The difticulty from snow arises less from the fall of a tew 
inches more or l(?8s, than from its being drifted and blown about ; 
this route is much less expciged in that respect than the other. A 
fall of snow which is no obstacde in sheltered localities, becomes a 
serious trouble when drift<Kl into roads by the high winds of an open 
countiy ; and those who arc familiar with both sections know that 
this is just the diiference between llicm. Even, however, if it wouhl 
cost more to keei3 the track clear fr<mi snow in the winter, the sum 
savfKl in the cont of fuel will pay ihe difference ten times over. 

It is not to be supposed that the Bostt^n people need instructions 
as to their interests regarding iiijinagemeiit and connections. If the 
soutliem route is chosen, they would at onoe come in d'.roct compe- 
tition with tin? New lork (.'ential, at Home, and with the Midland, 
at North Bay, the int< rests of both which (;ompanies are antago- 
nistic to those of Boston. This iwods u*"- arguu)cnt ; the rates at 
which the movers of the rnston ]»iojert jnoposos to carry freight 
compared with the ratts charged by other companicp, and the 
different points at which th(^ lines reach tide water, will convince 
the most caicless observer that the roads are to be worked upon 
different principles and distinct purposes. The fact is, that those 
gentlemen who advocate the southein route, wh(*ther they intend it 
or not, are playing into the hands of the New York Central and 
Hudson River Bailroad Company. The argument of that company 
will be, when freight is at Rome, or at North Bay, instead of having 
it taken ux) und down through the Trenton Falls hills and i*avines, 
it can be nnich more cheaply earned to Troy and Jthonce to the 
tunnel. When it amves at Troy, the stronger temptation is held 
out, to jjhico it on barges and let it be towed with the current at a 
nominal expeiisi? down the Hudson, or carried by the Hudson River 
Railroad to New York. Tlie Boston people intend to be pai-ties to 
anotlur sort of t'nter|>rise. They desire to own and control the 
whole line they use from Ljike Ontario to Boston, without coming 
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in oompetitiozi with, iBcurring obUgations, or becoming tributary to 
any other route. 

If the Central is really at the bottom of this sudden '* Borne route" 
exeitement) and is doing its utmost to secure its adoption, in hopes 
that the difficulties of the line will delay or defeat the construction 
of the road, and oontinue its present monopoly of the business 
between Xokke Ontario and tide water, it would be nothing new in 
the history of railroad management, nor would it be the first time 
the same influence has been felt in a manner hostile to this enterprise- 

Another fact which may not be without significance is, that the 
Central Co. has tor years been purchasing large quantities of land in 
the valley of the Salmon Biver and vicinity for the wood on it, and 
has recently built a **wood road*' up this line for the sole purpose of 
proounng fuel for its own use between Buffalo and New York. 

These are not the only routes, however, whose claims have been 
and will be urged upon the consideration of Boston capitalists and 
railroad men. At the meeting of the Committee of the Massachu- 
setts Legislature, the last spring, the merits of every port on Lake 
Ontario, between Fair Haven and Sackets Harbor were industrioufliy 
urged, and of course each of these ports was to be reached by the 
most feasable route and the mildest grades. These routes through 
Jefferson county all pass through Booneville, and take the valley of 
Black Biver or the terrace west of it, through Lewis county. Dele- 
gates from all points in Jefferson county unite in the statement that 
Booneville is the point to be made in any event. In tracing either 
of these Jefferson county lines on the map, a couiparison with the 
Salmon Biver route, showing fifteen to thirty miles more land, and 
twegif^y to thirty-five miles more water carriage, at once disx>o9es of 
thffll. 

Respecting the route firom Salisbury east, I believe an entirely 
feasible and favorable line is to be found, crossing East Canada 
Creek, about a mile above Emmonsburgh (forrafrly known as 
Whitesburgh), thence by WheelerviHe or Garoga Lake, as shall be 
found best on survey, near Peck's Pond, a short distance north of 
(iloversviUe, north of and near Fonda's Bush, through Galway and 
by Bock City mills to Saratoga ; or by a more southerly line, from 
near Fonda's Bush to Ballston. From either place a feaeiblc and 
direct line can be found to Eagle Bridge, on the line to the Tunnel. 

I am led to prefer this line by WheelerviHe or G.iroga, to the 
more southerly one through Lassellsville and Peck> Centre, because 
it seems more direct, and by a desire on the one hand to run clear of 
the spurs of tha Adirondaoks on the north, and, on the other hand. 



46 

to keep on the table lands, and above the deep raTinee which out 
the hills on the northern side of the Mohawk Valley. As to these 
questions of the route, I am satisfied the gentlemen from Boston and 
the East, who intend to build this road, and to own and use it 
afterwards know precisely what they want to do, and bow to go to 
work to accomplish their purpose. That they will find and occupy 
the best route, and that th(> line through the valley of 8almoB 
River and Booneville answers their requirements and will be finally 
adopted. 
Wishmg all success to the enterprise, 

I am, yours respectfully, 

B. T. Hough. 

Col. Wilson, United States Engineer, in charge of the 
Harbor Improvement at Oswego, presented the Convention 
with a map of the harbor improvements and soundings. 

Mb. Mollison was called out and addre^ised the 

Convention : 

Mr. Chairman, — While I am a strong friend of the New England 
and Oswego line, I am no less a friend of the Boston and Oswego 
line. My theory is, there must be two lines of road, one reaching 
from Oswego to Portland by the way of Booneville, and then give 
us a line from Oswego to Boston by the best route that can be found, 
and let that route be found and examined and determined upon 
having the g^reat interests of each location brought before it, and 
let that determine the line. I don*t think, sir, I am prepared to 
discuss the Boston and Oswego line. If the Oswego and Portland 
line was up for discussion, I think I am prepared to talk for the 
Oswego and Portland line, but my friend, Mr. Fort, has considered 
this to a considerable extent, and has the matter in charge, and, I 
think, when Mr. Fort is ready to express his views, to the Conven- 
tion would be instructed by what he shall say. 

Mr. Churchill addressed the Convention as follows : 

Mr. Chairman, — I have not considered particularly eithej of these 
lines. I would not fuel myself prepared to discuss the comparative 
merits of either of them. 

Hon. S: Bates was called out, and gave his experience 
as a director of a company formerly organized to build a 
road fiom Oswego to Troy : 

Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the Convention, — I had the 
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honor of being a director on a projected road from here to Troy 

calledTthe Oswego'and Troy road, some ten or a dozen years ago. I 
don't^recoUect how long ago. When we started a corps of engineers 
I went with them and we commenced in Herkimer County, and I 
wafl with them from Home through Floyd and to the West and East 
Greek, and so on. I did not go clear to Johnstown, but I was with 
them and I know what the hne is from Rome to Johnstown. From 
here to Kome it m not necessary for me to speak. W(? all know what 
that is. We had two lines running from here to Kome, one has been 
spoken of by the way of Oneida Lake and North Bay, and trom 
there to Rome which we all know is an easy grade. It was substan- 
tially this Hne, but not exactly. The other was by the Rom ' and 
Oswego route as far as Mexico, and then struck east and come out 
into the valley of Fish Creek near McConnellsvillc, and so on to 
Rome, and, we run the line in the first place from Rome to the West 
Creek which we thought, when we started, was pretty nearly a dead 
level, but we found there was quite a grade from there to Fish Creek. 
We were surprised to find that there was a grade of al>out 25 miles 
from Rome to the West Canada Creek. We struck the creek about 
two miles below Trenton Falls, at a place tha* they call Toad Hollow 
there we crossed the creek and run down the creek to Poland, and 
from Poland down to Newport. When we got there we found we 
had got into a nest that we could not get out of. We had got too 
low down and we could not get out of there. We tried to climb over 
the ppur of the mountain, but we could not do it. We run one line 
clear up to Little Falls, and run around the end of the spur at Little 
Falls within a few rods of the centre of the road and then back again, 
and from there to Leraysville, and so on to Johnstowi . We found 
that would not do, and we went back up to West Creok and started 
a new lino ; instead of crossing the creek at Toad Hollow, we went 
up two miles above, nearly at the foot of the falls, and there we 
crossed and tried another line to reach what we called Maly Sum- 
mit, whi(;h is about half a mile from the village of I<J orway. That 
Maly Suiumit, ^e found, was the last summit wo could cross and 
get into Sailsbury. We ran for that summit, and in doing so, we 
went half way between Newport and Norway village, a little nearer 
Norway village, and from there one-half or thiec-quarters of a milu 
north of Fairfield, and po wo came into Maly Summit. We run a 
line through there over into Sailsbury. We were surprised when 
we got to Maly Summit how much higher we were than at Rome. 
I think Rome is about 420 feet above tide water, and we found 
Mflly summit 1,400 feet, which made it 1,000 feet above Rome. We 
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werp then ro liigh, the question was how were we goin^ to get 
acroflt the Eant Creek ? We thought the best place to cross would 
be at Brocket's Bridge, and m doing so, we had to go ovct, and in 
order to get down the summit, was so near the creek we had to take 
quite a wide circuit around to get a grade that would answer to go 
down. We started with the determination of not going over 35 feet 
to a mile if wo could help it, but we could not get down to the 
creek with that grade, even taking a large oircidt. 

I will speak of the line- -our second line. After ¥re crossed tlie 
creek at the foot of the falls, then we jumped into these spurs spoken 
about this morning, and we had to jump from one to the other, 
which made deep cutting and deep filling, and still by doing so we 
got the line of 35 feet from there to Maly summit, but we could not 
succeed in getting down to the East Creek with that grade. Then 
it was suggested, although I did not go into that line, and I believe 
it was not run, but we learned by information, that if we had 
branched off before W9 got to the falls, and run above the flails 
across the river, at a little village called Prospect, although it wouM 
have been a little higher griide, it would have been greater all the 
way from Konie to there, and there would have been the eumuiit, 
and then we should have gone over into the valley of Spruce Cieok, 
and had an easy, gradual grade down Spruce Creek to the pLioe 
mentioned this morning— Whitesburg — across there it is four or five 
miles above Brocket's Bridge, and £rom there to Johnstown we 
would find an easy grade, but we found the catting between the 
two creeks would be very costly, and from the East Creek to Lerays- 
ville was over a rough, hard route ; but we learned if we had gone ^ip 
to Prospect, tind gouc» down the valley of Si>nicf Ci-eek, it wou d 
have been an easy grade up and an easy gi'ade down, and we should 
have reached Johnstown or Gloversville with an easy grade all tlie 
way, and avoided the sharp points of these mountains, that spur 
range near the river. 

Mk. Dkkhy, the Chairniau of tht^ C(»iumittec un Kesti- 
lutioiis, .siil>iiiitte(l tlic following : 

Resolved, Thut tlie coinpleticm of tluj roadway from Duluth ro 
St. Paul, thii i>rofrr<.'Ss of the Northern Pacific railway, the reei it 
appropriation of Canada for the (jnlargeniout of the Welland Can ;1, 
and the rapici increase of the products of the West, <;learly indieite 
that the comnieme of Lake Ontaiio will soon be greatly augments 1. 

Resolved, Tliat it has b»rtm clearly shown that the Moosae Tuuii A. 
under the (jre^n Mountain range, five miles in length, will, by Iho 
energy, intrepudity and resources of Massachusetts, be completed in 
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little more than two years, and before the close of business in 1873. 

Eesolved, That the completion of this great enterprise wnll open 
a new, direct, an-) most important avenue for tho transmission of 
Western product;' throujijh the heart of the New England States to 
Boston, the Brititih Provinces, aid Rurope. 

Bosulvoi, That the city of Oswego, at th(> foot of the lak(»s, by its 
admirable position and harbor, its trade in coal, suit, and iron, its 
important and improving railway connections, its population, lake 
navigation, and wealth, sbould have an easy and unbroken connec- 
tion with the new avenue to the East. 

Resolved, That there is conclusive evidence before the Convention 
that a railway link can be made upon a direct route, and with easy 
gradients, and not exceeding 120 miles in length, to connect Oswego 
and the lakes with such new avenue. 

Besolved, That a new company should be organized to raise the 
necessary capital, and to construct such railway link with prompti- 
tude and despatch. 

Besolved, That the precise route for such link should be deter- 
mined by actual survey ; that it should be, as it well may be, direct 
and level with no gradient rising from west to east more than forty 
feet to the mile ; that it shotdd be graded for a second track, with 
width sufficient for future expansion, so located as to furnish good 
connections with other seaports upon the eastern end of the lake, 
and so constructed as to bring Oswego and the lake within nine 
hours of Boston, and to give reasonable facilities for good connec- 
tion with the city of Portland. 

Besolved, That to provide for the future growth of the traffic, it 
is important to secure in advance ample depot grounds upon the 
harbor of Oswego, and to command at least one hundred acres for 
the accommodation of the business. 

The Committee would also suggest to the Convention, with the 
resolutions, the policy of appointing a committee for the purpose of 
preparing for the organization of the company, to call a future 
meeting at such point between Oswego and the Hudson river as 
shall be found appropriate for furthering the objects which are had 
in view by the Convention. 

Mr. Fort moved that the report be aecepted by the Coii- 
veution, which was seconded and unanimously carried. 

By Hon. Cheney Ames : 

Before tho adoption of these resolutions — I move their adoption — 

and before they ai'e adopted, I j>ropose that this Convention shall 

not leave here until they are made more or less acquainted with the 

situation and prospects with reference to the harbor. It seems that 

G 
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that subject hiis been considerably dwelt upon, and is often men- 
tioned as an objection to the terminus of a system of i-ailroads to 
this city. Upon a rough estimate, it has been made in times past 
by those competent to judge, and who are experienced in that line, 
it has been satisfactorily demonstrated that a pier and break-water 
of siifHcient heft and magnitude can be formed parallel with the 
shorts of the lake in this vicinity by an expenditure of $300,000, 
which will encompass sufficient harbor room to cover the resolution 
presented by our distinguish (jd friend, of one hundred acres. 
$300,000 will do the same upon the east side of the river, giving a 
whaifage of three-quart<irs of a mile, and enclosing an area of one 
hundred acres or thereabouts. 

Here, then, we have, sir, by an expenditure of $600,000, harbor 
in the city of Oswego of two hundred acres, which are at the dis- 
posal and for the use of the commerce of the lake and of the railroads, 
or system of niili*oacls that ma}' terminate here. Now this sum, to 
those not familitir with calculating by the hundreds and by the 
milli(ms in eiiteq>risi>8 of this magnitude, may seem too largi^ and 
too overwhelmin .; to 1 undertaken by a city no larger than Oswego, 
and by her syst<'m of railroads no stronger, financially, than she is; 
but, allow me, sir, to say that that amount of money, $150,000, now 
is already in the treasury, appropriat(H.l for the completion of this 
work. The job is let, and the luiuber and materials are now being 
accumulated for the immediate commencement of this enterprise. 
When it is taken into consideration tiiat the general government 
have already a<lopted this system — hav(^ alnuidy approved and made 
its appropriation, it is very reasonable to suppose: that what they 
have thus undertaken will l>e completed, and that, too, with as much 
expedition as can consistently be brought to bear upon the judicious 
exi>endituro of the mon<'y. But, suppose we come to the alternative, 
and have finally a chaugti of tulministration, or a (change of base of 
the present adminiKt ration shall come to dwarf us in our anticipa- 
tions, we hsivo then, if this enterprise be a success, a syst-em of 
railroiuls of suifiricnt .strength to carry the enterprise upon the cast 
side aUme, iijiou our own r«*s(>nr(5e8 and responsibility. The Borne 
& Watertowu road ha,s a tei minus here. Tlie Midland road also has 
and t\w Boston and ()s\vi»go road will have a terniinus, andthe Port- 
laud and Oawe^o will have a tenniniis. Thus, you see, there is no 
mon» hindcrance, and no more probability oi a lack of harbor than 
there is that either or all of these enteii^rises should be accomplish- 
e<l. This, then, 1 take it, will satisfy any one t hat the difierence, or 



in other wordi, the lack of liaibor room tor thu city of Oswego is 
OTcrcome, and that too to the satis&etion of uny ;md all 1 hat may 
anticipate, iind while here it may b(r wpU for Oawugo, lor ahu has not 
spoken uyou this subjoiit, to glanw^ nt some other pointa of udvant- 
age that may be durived ii'oiii thu udoiitioii of thcw: ri!S<)lii1 ions, and 
tho u<loptt<in and eumpk-tioii of the eiiturpriw. First — We have in 
Oswego a city, as hiis bwiu i-emarkod. of sowie little oiiteriiriiMs, and 
hare already iccured Hoiue cor.iiid<;nibl'' uoiuni'srcial lulvantages by 
th<! means that has hith(>rt4> Ixien adoptiMl. and by tlii; means now 
being adopted to bniig tht' business ln'io. It is ijui-Htionablo wheth- 
er an entwriniso, now establishing itself as a coiinettion between 
Lake Uutorio auil Boston nm woll affonl to go and build its eleva- 
tors, its wharfd, its pierd, ean gather it^ I'lib.'rprisiiig men and get 
them together in a loealttyuud securi- till' iii'u<>,tMivy ivipit-al to tlie 
accomplish uient of all Ibi-s in addition to the large undertaking of 
a railroad, uonsufineiitly I think that wlicn we talk abuut any 
other terminus of the ruad froui Boston upon Luki: Unturiu we talk 
uommercially, and it is all out of tlm iiiiestion. mid whili; to those 
who arc disposed to ri-gard thesis iitituriil harbiirs with mueh inter- 
est. There is the time coming, perhaps, wlii'ii thi' <»>iii'ueree of the 
lakes, and tbi; trade from tin; Eust to thu Wi.-st may e-all thi>m into 
request. Then, sir, it wiil he time to bring them into utility. 'Vii: 
have here these milU, and let us say while wi; have these tluTe is an 
advantage in thit direct comiiiutucatiuu of nine lioui-s to Boston in 
t:ikiug the frfsh fti'ound Hour from mir milhi «i. or aevun thoimand 
burrele a day, and we arc- only twelve days fi-om T-ivi'r[Kiol. Only a 
littlemore time tlian it took tu curry our Hour, two or thnii' years 
ugo to surrounding villages and towns, uud when we ean fetch out 
iniportu in the same brief time. But you say, we liave TiUvaily these 
extraordinary facilities for reachin'.; the siiilKiurtl, by which we i;an 
tranH[)ort our flour to Livei-pool, thiwii tli^: Hudson and liy railtoad, 
the Midland and otliei-s, but, sir, when wt: It'trh in eompctitii>u Bos- 
ton we fetch Oswego irom 10 to 13 per ciMit. adviit.tiigo above her 
present privilogns, and why f It is wvll kiinwn to all the; commer- 
cial men ot Oswego that anunjustdisin^unutiiin lias existed against 
her, and while the Central Raili-oad would taku flour Ironi Butfalo tu 
New York for 4i wiuts, it wouldchargt'0swego35oents and 60 cents' 
and that discrimination to-day i;xisls . and while tin'y Itattur us with 
the idea that they carry our flour ius elieap, we know thu dispositio 



a^inst Oswego, and ni favor ot all the westei n eitic-^, and Bufliilo 
to-ihiy fiaii lay her flour in New Yi,rk ciicuiper than i.>sw<'go, and 
Rochester and Lockpoi-t, and all those iilaci-s, ,ind an' diMngthe 
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same, and when wo talk al>out any connection between Ofiwego and 
New York, allow uie to say, we care not a fig for New York; we 
disregard h«r claims to our commerce entirely, and would rather to- 
day, all things being equal, that Boston should share the advanta- 
ges anil take it from New York than that she should hold it another 
day, and, when we have ttxerttnl ourselves to the very length and 
breadth of all wc; can do to put down and overcome this possession 
of great mouupolies of this state, we come begging at the door of the 
executive for the paltry consideration of one million of dollars to 
help us with our last 60 miles that we may go to New York cheaply. 
That wo may go there expcfiitiously ; that we may go there equal 
with our neighbors who have hitherto been favored with charters and 
f raTLchit«es by our legislature, and we are veto^, and when we go to 
Boston, after having exerted ourselves to the extent of our ability 
to build a road from here to the tunnel, we shall go to Massachu- 
setts and appeal to her generosity, cot her legislature ; to her capi- 
talists, not her government, to aid and assist us in the last 15th or 
16th i)!irt of a milroad. They will not veto us ; and Why r' Because 
their intor(?st is with ours. It is because Boston wishes to have the 
commei'ce of Oswego ; it is because Boston's interest is our interest, 
and that is the? reason why we i?hall get a reciprocation there ; that 
is the 3*<!a»on why I approve of th(ise resolutions. Wh(>n we talk 
about Oswcgo'y lo;v ii'iv : u • tlio rwason why it should be atlopt<.^l as 
the t«;riiiinus of th(t Boston road, the sumiuer season is the only na- 
tural time the s<'ason of the harbor shall be used, and in the fall we 
have no communication. 

Boston hiis no communication with anybody. Wh«:u she shall 
have come so far on the w^ay as Oswego and Cliicngo, Milwaukee 
and all the other Western trafficing cities of the Union, she U on the 
highway to the groat West, where the commerce of tlie wint« r will 
drntiiMio to run over the roads to New York. W(» shall be upon the 
highway of ctmnnerce and Bost<.m will have the nearest and ehoap<:st 
conncctiou that we can have tlirough Oswego to the great West-. 
These, sir, are some of the advantages of this terminus, and why 
Oswego feels a dcjcp interest in this matter, and Oswego is willing to 
do whit she can fc^r the enterprise. I will not take further time to 
givj :».uy t x[>ressiou to the many views that have b<»(Mi so well 
expresMKl and which might be enlarged upon, and thorefon* 1 take 
it, sii", that ihis Convention will coincide with tht; resolutions, tliat 
it is not at this time exactly proper for the Company, allow me there, 
when we undertake an ent<jrpris<» of this kind it falls into tlie ht?uds 
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of a few individual?, and thcjr gu rushing on, aiiticipntiug good will 
nnd Hupport in ftll of their uudertakingB, for the reasons that their 
motires are good and thejr arc working for thn eeneml interest and 
no tbrth. You will lind MjirinTing upon either side men disposed to 
carp at them, and to discredit tbfin, and to iHilicTi; that they are 
actuated by selflsli and unpatriotic luotivoB, and they will biigin 
thuH to pick imd to pull to pioccB that which they endeavored to 
build up, but when you go forward and <»n9u1t thv people and lay 
the advantages before them. utiA secure influential men upon thu 
right and loft and get them to concur in your views of propriety and 
uonsistcncy, and get tbem to corne to your aid and a^aistauoe you 
have secured great advantages, the a< 'Cumulation of which will aid 
you to drive the enterprise, whereas if you undertake to do it with u 
small number and assistance, you will find opposition inatead of aid 
and assistance, tboTofore the little time that will elapse between this 
iind another time we shall hold a meeting, we should be engaged in 
lecuring the best men with us, and the best routes &c. It' any oni; 
supposed he is going to s cure a smooth rsute and traek he is grcutly 
mistaken. Ho is antagonistic to all the old friends tliat would 
oncourago him to go forward, are opposed to hitn for the reason 
whon ho ffots through the farm they nay yea, you caw have the right 
of way through my farm, yes by paying twice what it is trorth. 
You must go through this street and if not tlicy arc your enemies, 
and if you go that way it is a series of antagonisms, and any man 
who undertakes to build this road he must calculate ho is right, and 
upon the principal of David Crockutt, then go ahead. 

Mr. Fort tlien addrnsHed the CDrivwitiun, as fdllmvs : 
Mr. Chairman :— I desire to pay a few words upon thi' resolntions 
just offered. 1 desire their udoptian by this Convention and am 
p;irtionl*irly gratified that they so evidently bear upon their face the 
iiiitrks of Bostou. There arc several points that have come up in 
the Convention that I desire to explain. This uiap, yestecluy wiw 
very severely criticised and especially lay our Iriends from Boonville, 
and the intimation thrown out that it camn near leaving Boonville 
off' entirely. All 1 can say about the umj), is this, it was prepnrcd 
by the engineer of the Lake Shore R. R., who is very fri;-itdly to 
to this Bostou enterprise. It was not made with a view of jmtting 
on or leaving ofi' any locality. In making so large a map, I pre- 
sume they found Boonville a little farther north than they exptisted 
when they bogan the work. It was not p^pared to injui-e Boon- 
ville. A word about the friends that have been invited to tljis Con- 
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▼cntion. Oswego, sis was said ycstonlay, ronfossc*! at tb« outset 
tbsit we arc intorost<.il in this mov<*iii..'iit, pi'i-lmpH selfishly so; we 
(Itwii'o to havo this liostou road t'Tiiiiujitc in Oswcp^o, and what is 
still moiti, wo mean to hiiv«' it here, s<> iiiurh wo cal<^ul-it^» is a fixed 
fact, but our friends up the lake at lli.ndei'son, Sackets Harl)or and 
other plaoes have bi^cn talking: about thrir harbois, and wo thought 
it a matter of good nei^hborhoo<l to invito them h«'re and let them 
say what they please upon the subject. 

We havo not only invited them here, but I think they will say 
they have had an opportunity to say all they wanted to upon 
the subject, and if they have not eonvineinl the Convention that some 
of fcheir harbors are the l>cst plaee to terminate the railroad wo are 
not to blame. There was a word said here hist evening in relation 
to water communication against railway. I am a tirm believer in 
the doctrine that you can carry produce eheapor by water than you 
can by rail, so long as you eairy it in lar«r«j 4uaiititii?s for long dis- 
tances without breaking bulk. I have no douot t»f it, and I believe 
that water eommuuicaticm- if it wen* always open — is always the 
best. I rememlMjr in the yf*ar 18G8- -an<l ihose who live here in 
Oswego willrt?member it with nu'-— that the Erie Canal was frozen 
up full of loadinl boats, with about four milliiMi bushels of gi-aiu 
in transit, wliich was oblig(;d to ivmain tln-nj until the spring 
of 1869. You take the four million of busliels tliat h::ppened by 
one night's cold weather to Ihj frozen up in th«* Erie Canal, and give 
the job to the Xew York C«ntral li. 1^. ti) sim])ly tiupty the canal 
of what was then frozen up in hoi Is, and do uotliint;- ehk: — let 
them deliver at tide water a lojy led !'n.'i;i:ht train every ttire*; hours 
during the twenty-four, night and day, Sundays and w- ek days, it 
would take over TO days to (Mn])ty the Erii' ('inial of wh:.t. was frozttn 
in there in on»^ night. 

The canal opened in tlie spring and in tlivt-e d:i ys evejy bushel of 
grain was at tide watt;r. I tlo in)t believe that railro.ids will be adopted 
for this kind of freight, so hnig as you can obtain long \v'ater com- 
munication in large quantitit s witliout bieakiug lailk. Our friemls 
in Canada have taken hold of the enhii^ci uunt of their t- mals. Th'.' 
only obstruction there to I'-n;: lake transit, are the FaVs of Niaga- 
ra. They have a ''anal that has ouee n*'- u «'ul:nged to a size sujj- 
posed suttieient for the larire<t of ves-^^'l^ iiuit svoald ever Ik* used — 
but in a few yoai"s the vessels irrew bt-y-ni I thi' size o. the canal. 
Our friends in ('anada have taki-n iioM i>f th' enti'iprL*: again and 
they intend this time to. i^ive us a anal that will llom. vesstd.* us 
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large as ciui come over St. Clair Huts. They have already appro* 
priated $600,000 for their canals, and a portion of the money is now 
being expended in onlarginfif the Wclland Canal. I take it that 
Canada, Montioal, Kingston, Toronto, Cape Vincent, Watertovvn 
and Oswego alike has an interest in bringing grain upon this 
lower lake. The eiil.vrgonient of tlM» Wrlland Oanal will greatly 
facilitate such result. It will bring grain some two or three hun- 
dred miles nearer tide water than lake Erie. Our fiiends in Massa- 
chusetts were looking westward for business, and they finally came 
against the Hoosac mountain, and what did they do r^ They neyer 
faltered but began tunneling through it. They will have expended, 
when the Hoosac tunnel is completed, ten million dollars in getting 
through that mountain, including a small section of road, to say 
nothing about the roads that lead to it. Massacliusetts will hayo 
spent ten millions of dollars when they get through this mountain, 
and where does the tunnel look V It looks out into an open coimtry 
with all west of the tunnel to the lakes yet to be built. They will spend 
ten million dollars to get nowhere. I don't believe they design any 
such thing. Massachusetts when they began the Hoosac tunnel did 
so for the purpose of going to the lakes. The Hoosac tunnel is 
nearly completed, and when it is completed they mean to carry out 
their original design. It seems to me this much is clear. But two 
years are to elapse before the Hoosac tunnel is completed ; but two 
or three years will elapse before the W(?lland Canal is enlarged. It 
will take us two or three years, the best we can do, to get our rail- 
road from Oswego to the Hoosac tunnel ; and this Convontion is not 
called one day too early to begin the enterprise and go forward with 
this work. In relation to the harbors upon this lake, as I said, we 
admit at the outset, we are selfish. We want you to understand 
that we calhid you here because we like Oswego better than Hender- 
son, or any other place. Wo believe, too, we can give the best ad- 
vantages to this through line of any port, upon the lake I need not 
fro tlirough the argument at this time. Vessels must have return 
freight or they will not come to th(!se ports. This is the only place 
on Lake Ontario that they ran get it. They will not go to Hender- 
son with their loads if they must return light The lake is frozen 
over six months in the year, and where is the road from Boston to 
run during the six N^nter months, if it strikes the lake anywhere 
else than at Oswego ? They would run to an empty harbor with no 
means of getting a bushel of freight after tlu-y get there. We, of 
Oswego, have the road west of us laid out, the line selected, the 
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inonoy raised and have advertised for proposals to build it. The 
road from here to the !N iagani Kiver will be built before the rood 
from the Hoosac tunnel can possibly be completed. That is a fixed 
fact. In Oswego we look towards Boston, and wo never stop to ask 
whether our eye pass(.« over Rome, Western villo, or Boonville. 
We would not give the burut end of a ryr stniw to go to uU or any 
of these towns except as it forwanls this one great work. Wo mean 
OswEOo AKD Boston uiid the town or towns that stands in our way 
between this city and Boston harbor — you may call it a favored or a 
disfavored town — ^^411 surely have the road pass through it. We 
mean, simply, Oswego and Boston, and between those two points we 
want the best, shortc\st and cheax>est route that can be obtained. I 
must say something against what was said here last evening. New 
York and Boston are rivals to each other in commerce. So Boston 
and Portland are rivalb to each other in commerce. The three cities 
stand looking towards the west, and each are striving — as enterprut- 
ing men should strive — to get their share, and, if possible, more of 
the trade. That I take to be a fact. It was argued here last even- 
ing that we can start from Oswego and come down to Borne, by 
using the Midland R. B I am not here representing the Midland 
R. R., or saying a word against it, but I do not believe that Boston 
— trying to get commerce away from New York — is ready to run 
their cars upon a ruad that was built expressly to take business to 
New York. The Midland road from Oswego to New York is a New 
York roiwl. It is being biult in the interest of New York. Oswego 
gave libei-ally ot her money to build a road to New York, and we 
did it for the i)urpose of getting a through road under one control, 
one that could control its own business from the harbor of Oswego 
to the harbor of New York, without asking favors from other lines. 
That is the whole gist of the enterprise. I do not believe that a road 
built exjjressly to cairy frt-ight and business from Oswego to New 
York will meet the demands that Boston is to make upon this har- 
harbor. I have no objection to the roiid if we can use it, but do not 
believe it will moot the case. I do not want it understood that I 
commit myself oven against using the Midland, but it does not seem 
to mt^ that is what Boskm is after. Boston wants of Oswego pre- 
cisely what New Yurk has. She wants a road controlled by one 
mind and one interest, from Lake Ontario to the port of Boston, and 
it s(;ems tt) me that wherever that line may go it should be an inde- 
pendent one. Now, my fiiend, Gen. BatehelltT, from Saratoga^ has 
talked of the road that he is building from Saratoga to Eagle Bridge, 
it luay be just upon the line, if sc> it must bi.' merged into the Boston 
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road, and not be nm mdependentlj. This road, as well as the roads 
ropresented here by Son. B. H. Derby, must be put under the same 
oontroL 1 f Boston detdres to get benefit hrom the railroad wo are 
now conni lucting, one interest mnst control the road from her har- 
bor to ours. I am in favor of the adoption of these resolutions. — 
They do not commit us to Boonvillc, Weat^mvill.t, or Home. I 
am not opposod to either of these routes, but I am in f»Tor of the 
beat route from here to Boston, and do not care otot what line it 
passes. I believe, when that shall have been adopted we will have 
no difficulties in building this road, that cannot be met and over- 
come. There is one thing about the resolutions I do not exactly 
like. I would rather the Company should be formed here to-day, 
but do not object, if it is thought beet, to adjourn a month or two 
hence. I like the resolutions in that they do not commit us to any 
particular route- Let us have friends, that overlook localities, put 
in the direction of this enterprise. Lot us have men that are willing 
to take the whole subject, examine it in all its bearings, and then 
I let the road strike just where the interests to be attained shall best 
be promoted. I move, ax, the adoption of the Beport of the Com- 

T}ie.Beport of the Committee was imanimoasly adopted. 

By Mr. Comstocc : 

I move that a committee of — I am not particular about the num- 
ber — for the purpose of naming some number. I will say a (ximmit- 
t«e of five be appointed, under the resolutions, in relation to the or- 
ganization of a Company to carry out the purpose ot that resolution, 
and I will here say, sir, I am aware that a question of that kind 
might excite some attention in this Convention, that I desire that all 
interests which may be desired to be represented, in different routes, 
■hall have a foir chance and &ir play, in order to have their views 
properly consulted in the organization of any Company. I do not 
desire ihe thing should be put in shape to take advantage of any 
gentleman, or any locality, or anything of that kind; but, it will be 
necessary in order to organize a Company that there should be con- 
sultation. It will be necessary that genticmen representing more 
or less conflicting interests should consult together. That they 
should agree on the Board of Directors, and that there should be 
some sort of connection. If we were to undertake to do anything 
to-day, m the way of completing the organization of the Company, 
all thosequestionswouldbe thrust upon this meeting. I do not know 
of any better way to get at those questions than to appoint a Com- 



58 

inittec and let them consult. A Committee which will exercise ibr* 
boarancc^ towarrls each other and look at this question in its laige 
aspects, and seek to accomplish the gonoi*al purpose contemplated bj 
this ent<.>rprise. I move that a Committee of five be appointed fort 
the purpose of carrying out the objects of the resolutions in relatitm 
to the organization of a Company, t^ be a]»pointod by the PresideDt 
of this Convention. 

Mr. Batchellkr seconded the motion. 

By Mr. Batch ellek, — Do I understand that this Committee of 
five is to organize a Coiui^any, or to make arrangements for further 
consulttition and the oxainin:ition of the organization which is now 
in its incipient stages ? 

By the Ciiaiuman. — I will call upon the gentleman fMr. Corn- 
stock) to define it more exactly. 

By Mr. Comstock, — My purpose was to move the resolution in 
general terms to carry out the olijects of that resolution with a view 
of giving the Committee ample powfTs to call a meeting, if they 
cluKJse — another meeting— K)r to act m relation to the organization 
without calling a public meeting. My object was to give the Com- 
mittee discretionary power to carry out the* objects of the rosolntion 
already a^iopU^d. 

By Mr. BATCiiEiiLEK, — Perhaps my friend will accept an amend- 
ment, that I am constrained to make, that that Committee in as 
much as it is to possess plenary powei*s in this matter, and to exer- 
cise discTetion whether we shall call another Convention, or to pro- 
ceed as a Committee and perfect an organization, that the number 
be increased somewhat, in order that there may be more minds in 
consultation and, perhaps, the gi*eatcr strtaigth of localities repre- 
Hent(»<l. 

By Mr. Com stock,— T have no objection to the suggestion made 
by Gen. Batcheller. 

By Gen. Batcheller— I would suggest, at least, nine — twelve or 
thirteen — say, j)criiaps, nine ? 

By Mr. Comstock,--! accept the proposition to make the Com-> 
mittee nine. In answer to the suggestion of the gentleman, from 
Sarat«)ga, 1 desire Ihat the friends of the different localities may have 
an upi)ortunii:y to suggest some name t/> be put upon this Commit- 
tee. 1 think the only fair way in relation to this matter would be 
Bome course of that kind, that the views of all may be represented. 
Mr. Batcheller has presented an interest to the Convention. The 
question will arise whether the road shall go to Saratoga or to 
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ton, and I should like to see my friend Batcheller on tbe Gommittae 
and also some one from BallBton. 

By Mr. Batcuellzb,— I undentand there is no gentloniMi from 
Ballstou olaimin^ the rood to go them. I spoku to several i^utlemeu 
&om Ballflton to come hm-e to bo rei>rcsi;nti:d, and I do not think 
they Wftnt thf railroad, tjiirutoga preacnte to t)ie Coinyuny the coii- 
sidfiulion of the iuiuiouso iinsBcnger tcaiUi; to utid from Sarauig-J. 
In Au|i;uBt Imt there W!is sold— by the ticket ageiits at Samtogn — 
over fifty thoiuund tiekots durini; the mouth of Au^u^t aloiiu. It is 
BStimuted lij thi' ticket itgnnts at Hanttogathnt iiboiit one-tbinl who 
Dome and gn during thu visitiii<; siiuson, coiuu upon excursion tickets 
that are neither bought nor sold at Baratog-.i, bo that you can form 
gOme idea of the sale of fifty thousand tiuket« durin;; the mouth of 
August at Sarntogu ; and double that would be those wlio purchased 
tickets to go there whiKie tiokctN exjiirod at that point andpurehuscd 
tickets to go away, and aild one-thiril to that nivmber for those who 
travel ujK>n cxeuision tickets and you uan form some idea of the 
traffic lit Saritogit. Youcaii treble theiimuberfortheoutire season. 
That intoreet no road must iguorf, aud I think when we comi^ to ad- 
Turtiee the great through route from Button to Luke Ontario, and' 
if you please, adding the Lake Shorn to Ni;igara, and a pleasure 
route whiuii e on tt;tnp lutes Niu;^ra and the view and seciiery of the 
lake, and the wild seeuery hctwe>:n the lake and Sanitoga, and thu 
grunt wiirk i/t the lioosiic Tniinul, and that route — the shurtust itud 
must expiations— there will be no question that th<: route contem- 
platiug those puiuts will be the greut cxeuriiioii route. As between 
Munit >ga iind Biillstuu we have no iiuoation. Allow me to say that 
■we are very I'cudy to merge our corporate existence into the trunk 
lino aud surrender all claims, ko that the great lini? may be made 
from Boston to the lakes. 

By ilr. CoMHTocK,— One of thu object.^ to whii'.h 1 have hxiked to 
in the wlioli' eiiteriii-ise, lajust what tbu chair hassug^esteJ aud that 
is, ultimately, lli^it what<:ver links of railroails may Ik- brought into 
this line, the whole tiling wiU be cousolidato^l by special legislation 
under the existing laws of this Si^tatc, inti> one i^idroiiit liiii:: from 
Boston to the lakes, and as much farther bcyimd this poiiil as may 
bo pructicablu. 

By the Chaik.max,— Tlie cbair concurs in th;it hui^ :ind wish. As 
to having an independent line, I suppose tlie idea (if the gentleman 
who presented that thought, was to have <me uduiniist ration and 
one management. In reference to a line already comiuuueed — with 
which thi.- chair was vei-y favorably impressed — the lino along the 
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shores of Oneida Lake coming down from Oneida to Oiwego. The 
chair entertained the hope that it might be found to be npon the line 
and consider it no disadvantage to have a line already built and to 
combine upon the two lines of business, provided there can be an 
entire administration from end to end. Should it happen that the 
line from North Bay to Oswego should be adopted as a part of the 
line, the chair conceives that it might be easily accomplished, and 
that when the strength arose^ because it is with success that strength 
springs up that the double line might bo made from Oneida Lake 
and double track by combining the two lines. The chair thinks 
there is no difficulty in that, from personal experience. Some thirty 
years ago I had experience in the Western road, and at Chatham 
Four Comers we met th'j Harlem Boad, which was afterwards ex- 
tended to Albany and New York. Having come by Boston in order 
to reach Albany, and having come around by Worcester to reach 
Albany, concluded she must have a railroad and built the Harlem 
and Hudson Road ; and I believe down to the present hour the Har- 
lem and Western Road are conducted in perfect harmony. They 
have separate^ stations, when they reach Albany, the line for New 
York takes its traffic to New York, and they are under one admin- 
istration ; and the two companies running different routes, to differ- 
ent places, perliups sum** conflictiTig interest, are conducted in per- 
fect harmony ; mid su I prosuiuc Lt-l ween North Bay and Oswego, 
business might be conducted by the two lines in perfect harmony. 
If they should hapiMiu to dilfer the countiy is so easy it does not re- 
quire any particular gi*ading and the line will bo built. The chair 
throws out thobc suggestions in the hope they may tend to harmon- 
ize future arrangonieut*i to be ma(.le here. 

By Mr. Molllson, ~I move that the Committee of nine consists 
of two from the city of Boston, two from Saratoga, two from Oswego, 
one from Booiivillo, one from Westemville and one from Rome, and 
each locality t<» presnit the name of the members of the Committoi'. 
Each locality to Ijriug foi-ward its own members. 

By Mr. Comstock,—! move to amend the i)roposition by suggest- 
ing, and if necesstii-y, proposing, that instead of two from Saratoga 
it should hi' one from Siinitoga and one from Ballston. There is a 
question bi'twcfii tlK>se two routes. 

By Mr. Moi,lim>n, — I accept the amendment. 

TIk' iiKjtinii was \mt ami carried. 

By Mr. CoMSTOCK, — I move the President of the Convention con- 
stitute ouc of the luembors of that Committee. 
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B; Ur. BaTcseixek, — On behalf of the hotel propriptors of Sara- 
toga — becauae I oaimot think of any body else — I would invito this 
Convention to hold its next meeting in Saratogtt. I think that Hat- 
atoga is veiy woll csloulated for such a Couveution ai this. We can 
set up as late at night at we please, and be rising eiirly in the uiom^ 
ing and taking a little of thu deliciuus watrira that flow so copiously 
from the fountains, our health may be mudi: peruianuiit, and inindH 
dear and headaches gon& Not of the nwjusrity of the Convuntiun 
keeping an abundance of the watcrii to dispel the uffijots of any kiud 
of dissipation. I would not iusiuuate so luuoli, but, it adds ovinx to 
the m(»t robust constitution, to the most felicitous stiite uf phynoal 
being to drink a few swallows, or. purhaps. a few gliissesof our spark- 
ling beverage before comnioncing the lubois of the dny, '.md then 
another qnality which enters, as you havu obsorvod, perhaps more 
eepecittlly from the representatives from Saratoga, which enters into 
the qualitiee of the public meetings our springs are aupiirchargpil 
with gas, (applause) and that will furnish uiiothur viiy importaiit 
material in supplying the elements upon thx floor of the Convention 
that may be hold tbeie. Therefore, in behalf, not only of the local 
interests which will be lienetitted and represented, 1 oariicHtlj invite, 
and earnestly solicit the next Convention to consider the great 
through line from Oswego to Boston, be held at Sarutoga. 

By Mr. Jabtis, of Borne, Mr. Chairman, — I think that question 
had bettor be left to the Ooiniuitf«e. There may bo very high value 
in Saratoga water, and sonic people may like the ga». We can get 
gas enough anywhere, and some peo^ile like Ballston water better 
than Saratoga, and, therefore, I think the mutter li;id blotter ]>c left 
to the Committee. 

By Mr. CoslHToCK, — I rathor ap;ioe with thu ln.« suggestion. I 
think it will be woll for the Convention to leavo our friend from 
Saratoga to the tender ineroie!' of that Committee, as he U on it, and 
if it is necessary to have another public ino.-tiiig we will try to look 
out and see that the Convention is pretty well provided for l>ofoix' 
we make tonuH for the Convention. Theri> wusu large hotel built 
at Ballston 70 years ago, and for ^0 or 311 years it wa.-( iilled and 
overflowing with business. If thuy go to Ballston now tiey will 
find there plenty of occoiuuiodations for the gentlemen attending 
the Convention, 

The following is tlio Cuinuiitti-e ; 

E. H. Derby," Alviih Orockur, IJostDii, 

D. Gr. Fort, Ohuney Amos, Oswej^e. 
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George Williams, Westemville. 

Jonathan Beach, Ballston. 

Hiram W. Bentlev, Booneville. 

G. S. Batcheller, Saratoga. 

Calvert Comstock, Rome. 

The Hon. John Stryker, of Rome, nmved that the 
thanks of the Convention he tendered to the Chairman of 
the Convention for the very able and im])artial manner in 
which he has discharged the duties of presiding otiicer, and 
to Alvin Bronson for the able address with which he favor- 
ed the Convention. — Adopted. 

Mr. MoLLisoN moved that the proceedings be jirinteil in 
pamphlet. — Carried. 

After some pleasant remarks the Convention adjourned 
H-ine die. 

MEKTrN(i OK THK (OMMITTEK. 

The Conmiitt(^e, as above, met immediatelv after the ad- 
journment of the C(»nvention and organized by the appj>int- 
ment of Hon. D. G. Fort, of Oswego, as Chairman, and 
Calvert Comstock, of Rome, as Secretary. 
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